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INTRODUCTION  /<vr»t»  Redwood  3ta;..  .a.-r,  „.,ere  he» 

At  the  sxiggestion  of  his  friend  Newton  Drury, 
Enoch  Percy  French  agreed  to  tape  record  these  memoirs 
as  a  suppleaent  to  that  portion  of  the  Drury  interviews 
which  was  concerned  with  the  process  involved  in 
purchasing  redwood  forests  for  preservation  by  the 
state,*  As  is  apparent  in  Mr.  Drury 's  story,  success 
in  negotiations  with  the  owners  for  tracts  of  salable 
timber  depends  on  accurate  timber  inventories,  or 
cruises,  that  can  be  accepted  as  wholly  reliable  by 
both  purchaser  and  seller.   The  cruising  of  Sequoia 
Semperviron  presented  unique  probleasj  its  large 
diameter,  its  near-taperless  trunk,  and  —  more 
important  —  absentee  ovmers  living  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  continent.  How  the  traditional  Eastern 
methods  of  cruising,  as  practiced  by  Percy  French's 
father,  were  gradually  altered  for  redwood  forests 
by  the  son  is  a  story  we  wanted  to  get  from  Percy 
himself. 


Regional  Cultural  History  Project  interview  with 
Newton  Bishop  Drury  [ in  process  1963] . 
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An  additional  historical  plum  was  Mr.  French's 
experiences  as  the  first  ranger-supervisor  for  the 
Northern  California  Redwood  State  Parks  where  he 
developed  an  effective  system  of  protection.   He 
and.NewtOQ  Drury  further  explore  here  the  special 
protection  problem  of  erosion  in  lower  forests  when 
the  use  of  upper  watershed  lands,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Bull  Creek  area,  remains  relatively  uncontrolled. 
Since  the  day  of  taping,  Save-the-iiedwoods  League  has 
deeded  to  the  state  13,558  acres  of  this  watershed 
land  with  more  to  come,  and  a  dam  is  being  planned 
for  little,  destructive  Cuneo  Creek, 

,  .  Professor  of  forestry  Emanuel  Fritz  gladly  helped 
with  the  plan  for  the  Interview,  and  Newton  Drury 
arranged  for  both  sessions  when  he  knew  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
French  would  be  coming  to  San  Francisco  on  business 
from  their  home  in  Richardson  Grove. 

Mr.  Drury  and  Mrs.  French  were  present  at  both 
sessions,  with  the  former  contributing  his  own  knowl- 
edge as  well  as  guidance  to  the  three-way  conversation, 
while  Mrs.  French  remained  silent  except  to  remind  her 
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husband  of  a  salient  point  now  and  then.   The  first 
session,  held  on  September  18,  1961,  in  the  Save-the- 
Redwoods  League  office  at  114  Sansome  Street,  San 
Francisco,  produced  a  tape  punctuated  with  loud  blasts 
from  a  jack  hammer  in  the  street  below,  making  neces- 
sary the  immediate  transcription  of  the  tape  by  the 
interviewer  so  that  human  memory  could  fill  in  where 
the  recorder  had  been  too  indiscriminate.   The  second 
session  was  held  in  the  same  office  in  January  of 
1963,  fortunately  without  the  previous  background 
effects. 

Mr.  French,  born  in  1882,  has  spent  his  entire 
life  in  the  coastal  redwood  region.  At  the  age  of 
eight  he  was  arising  at  4»00  a.m.  to  feed  the  oxen 
for  his  father's  lumbering  crew  at  Scotia,  and  now, 
seventy- three  years  later,  he  remains  distinctly  a 
man  of  the  forest:  tall,  straight,  and  with  an  air 
of  eternal  youth  resembling  the  perpetuity  of  the 
Sequoias  themselves.  He  is  energetic  and  keen,  and 
although  he  came  to  Mr.  Drury's  office  dressed  for 
the  city,  it  was  not  hard  to  visualize  him  in  hiking 
boots  and  ranger  hat. 


Lit 


^«ti'!  o(iT      .n»ri*   bn*-  wen   ^iiicn  .tffeilr-   -    "^r?   -^     -^-ttd 

-^.j.osxT  >\nj:>.'*jj?   , vol  ad  cJeoTit  ari^  cj:    ;  ri 

si&pv  s\i   iiil   biuco    v.'xorc^^^ijT  njciui'ri  ijsriit   *jf;    lovexviuxii 
bnoosa  tjrfT      .cj  ■.nlnJX'30:-..ti  ai   oa    asfiJ  b^ri  <9ni 

DTitnc     :i  [   i-  .         ,    0«X    ci   nn'jo    ,n'OJ3«T'3.    ,t}< 

nf.xo   grti    be  .    .  _ic;tTt&  ^^iw   art  ^dftfs 

ii   'C-I^Jr^nliaib   ?  -  sri    ,i;-3«I   3T£0Y  t.':>irf;r-  4^ 

fi^    ij£  ri.  ,.  iJa    ,iif!^    :Je,  ^        a. 

bni-<    ,a»ft>    btt^   otJ-  ei    sH      .st  3 

•ju'r  hppsf.ih  ftrm©  e'^'jfc-rU    .ih  otf   sisifio  9rf  ri:.       .  ^ 


^^ 


His  interview  is  enriched  with  a  direct  honesty 
which  helps  to  portray  the  man  himself,  his  deep 
respect  for  natural  ecological  balance,  and  his  long- 
lived  concern  that  the  redwoods  be  preserved.  His 
speech  is  the  straight-forward,  loquacious  speech  so 
familiar  to  residents  in  the  Northern  California 
forests;  perhaps  here  it  is  accelerated  somewhat  by 
a  pent-up  energy  that  comes  from  a  man   of  the  woods 
being  confined  too  long  in  a  chair  inside  an  office. 
For  those  who  might  want  to  listen,  a  portion  of  the 
tape  is  preserved  with  parts  of  other  Newton  Drury 
tapes  in  the  Regional  Cultural  History  office. 

It  is  this  same  fluency,  nevertheless,  that 
probably  caused  Mr.  French  to  have  some  misgivings 
about  the  first  typescript  of  the  memoirs.   "Some 
of  my  easy-speaking  prose,"  he  wrote,  "didn't  come 
out  just  the  way  I  meant  it  —  I  get  ahead  of  myself 
talking."  In  the  editing,  Mrs.  French  helped  him 
make  changes  for  clarification,  sometimes  both  of 
them  rewriting  a  crucial  paragraph  which  was  then 
put  into  the  manuscript  as  an  insert.   Mr.  Drury 
also  checked  over  the  interview  for  accuracy.   It 
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was  Mrs.  French  who  pointed  out  that  her  husband  knows 
many  more  stories  about  the  old  lumbering  days  in 
Northern  California,  smd  we  regret  with  her  that  our 
tapes  were  too  small  and  their  visits  too  short  to 
capture  them  all.  Some  of  the  more  gory  accounts  of 
forest  mishaps  that  Mr.  French  recorded  he  afterwards 
deleted  in  deference  to  later  —  and  possibly  more 
delicate  —  readers. 

This  manuscript  becomes  one  of  a  series  on  con- 
servation recorded  by  the  Regional  Cultural  History 
Project,  which  is  directed  by  Villa  Klug  Baum  and  is 
under  the  administrative  supervision  of  Assistsint 
Librarian  Julian  Michel. 


Amelia  Roberts  Fry,  Interviewer 
Regional  Cultural  History  Project 


15  August  1963 
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fXHER  CRUISING  IN  THE  REDWOODS 

Developing  a  Cruising  Method 

Let  me  introduce  you  to  our  readers,  Mr,  Newton  Drury 

has  brought  along  an  old  friend,  Mr.  Enoch  Percy  French, 

who  has  been  a  timber  cruiser  for  —  how  long,  Mr.  French? 

When  you  get  right  down  to  it,  I'd  say  since  about  1900. 

I  was  born  in  Gruerneville  in  1882  and  Dad  and  I  come  to 

Scotia  in  December,  1889,  and  the  family  come  up  in  1890. 

¥•  moved  to  Rio  Dell  and  Dad,  who  was  a  liamberman,  was 

loggin'  for  the  Pacific  Lumber  Company  at  Scotia. 

Tour  father  came  out  from  Maine,  didn't  he? 

Yes.  He  was  a  state-of-Mainer.  He  moved  to  Michigan 

first  and  worked  for  Eddy  Brothers  in  a  loggin'  camp 

and  then  to  California.  Then  they  come  out  here  and 

looked  Dad  up  when  they  started  to  buy  the  Pacific 

Lumber  Company  holdings.   So  we  done  a  great  deal  of 

their  checking  on  that  timber. 

That  was  the  holding  from  which  was  purchased  the 

Rockefeller  Forest,  the  Avenue  of  Giants,  and  the 

Garden  Club  of  America  Grove.  The  Pacific  Lumber 

Company  is  still  the  largest  lumber  company  up  in 

that  general  region  around  Scotia. 

Kr.  French,  how  did  you  get  interested  in  working  in 

th«  woods? 
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Enoch  Percy  French  (lower  right)  as  an  eight-year-old  member  of 
his  father's  logging  crew  for  the  Pacific  Lumber  Company  in  1889 
just  south  of  Scotia.   Mr.  French  notes,  "I  was  getting  up  at 
4:00  in  the  morning  to  feed  the  oxen." 
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Well,  I  started  about  1890;  I'd  be  eight  years  old  then. 
Dad  took  me  down  there  in  Scotia  and  to  keep  me  bliay 
he  put  me  with  the  old  teamster  who  took  care  of  the 
oxen.  They  always  did  this  logging  with  oxen,  and 
they  give  ine  the  job  of  feeding  them  their  grain •  ^  ^  '  . 
Anyway,  I»d  get  up  at  four  o'clock  every  morning  to 
feed  them  and  get  their  bedding  ready.  There  were 
anywhere  from  twelve  to  twenty  oxen;  they  were  used 
as  teams  to  haul  logs.  They'd  usually  have  six  or 
seven  yokes  and  that's  fourteen  oxen, 
urn   >  Then  I  went  from  there,  after  we  got  through 
there,  and  Dad  started  checking  around  for  these 
companies  and  he  took  me  out  to  run  compass  for  him* 
A  cruiser  has  to  have  a  compass. 
How  old  were  you  then? 

This  brought  me  up  to  about  sixteen  or  seventeen 
years  old.  ^ 

This  was  about  1898  or  '99?  .\  *«*  ^^^'^  ^     '^* 

Wsll,  somewhere  around  1900,   ^*  o       .  .    -    -  .  ^^   -j^^y 
Here  we  have  a  bound  vol\ime  which  illustrates  Mr»  ^a'liig 
French's  cruises.   This  was  made  at  a  later  date,  1930, 
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Druryt    when  the  State  Park  Oommlssion  was  dealing  with  the 

Pacific  Liunber  Company  to  buy  the  Rockefeller  Forest .« 

Percy,  why  don't  you  indicate  what  timber  cruis- 
ing is  for  and  what  its  methods  are  and  how  you  trained 
for  that  kind  of  work.  Then  you  can  tell  us  something 
about  cruising  for  the  Rockefeller  Forest  in  the  Paci- 
fic Lumber  Company's  holdings. 

Trench J   Well,  I  went  out  with  my  Dad,  running  compass  and  check- 
ing with  him  about  1900,  then  about  1906  I  started  to 
cruise  myself. 

Iryi  Before  I  turned  on  the  tape  recorder  you  were  telling 
ua  that  your  Dad  was  a  pretty  rugged  man  to  learn  the 
trade  under. 

French:   Yes,  he  was.  He  got  us  out  at  daylight  and  always  got 
home  after  dark.  You  see,  he  was  an  expert  at  lumber- 
ing himself  because  he'd  cruised,  bought,  and  sold  timber 
for  others  and  owned  two  or  three  mills.  If  he  brought 
a  cruise  in  on  40  acres  he'd  put  down,  say,  "Two  million 
board  feet  of  timber  on  this,"  and  this  was  his  mill  cut. 
He'd  size  up  the  timber  when  he  cruised  and  report  only 
what  was  worth  milling.  Dad  was  a  great  one  to  bring 
his  reports  in  on  a  chip  of  wood. 

In  other  words.  Dad  was  a  comparative  cruiser.  But 


*Save-the-Redwood3  League:  "Timber  Cruises  of  Pacific 
Lumber  Company  Holdings  that  Later  Became  Rockefeller 
Forest,"  by  E.P.  French.   Copy  Two  will  be  deposited 
in  The  Bancroft  Library. 
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French f   later  6n  my  cruises  were  different  from  those  Dad  did. 
You  see,  some  of  that  timber  was  owned  by  companies  in 
the  Bast,  and  he  worked  for  all  of  them.  They  wanted 
a  little  more  detail  from  the  cruises*-  -  -. 

Well^  I  could  see  the  idea  and  purpose  of  more 
detail  while  I  was  cruising  with  Dad,  but  he  couldn't 
make  more  of  a  record  because  he  didn't  have  anyone  to 
go  with  to  make  plats,  and  you  have  to  have  plats  for 
the  kind  of  detail  that  was  wanted j^S'A  X  wuci  v.i\.%., 

Drury:  What  else  do  your  cruises  contain,  if  their  purpose  is 
to  determine  how  much  merchantable  timber  is  on  given  ' 
pareels  of  land? 

French*   Well,  when  the  company  I  worked  for  sent  me  out  to  look 
over  the  land,  they  wanted  to  know  what  and  how  much  ■ag'lJ 
commercial  timber  was  there,  the  mill  cuttings,  what  it 
could  produce  for  them  to  sell.  In  other  words,  if  you 
-Ai,  t    have  ten  million  board  feet  on  40  acres,  you  might  be 
able  to  get  only  five  or  six  million  off  of  it  to  sell, 
fhey  want  to  know  that  before  they  put  their  money  down  . 
td  buy  it.  J 

On  my  tabulation  sheet  the  first  thing  I  compute  is 
the  number  of  acres  in  the  entire  holding  that  I'm  cruis- 
ing, so  there  is  a  column  for  that.  Then  the  total  num- 
ber of  trees  on  that  particular  40  acres.  Next  comes  how 
much  to  discount  for  breakage  and  so  forth,  so  that  here 
is  the  figure  for  the  amount  of  board  feet  they  will 
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French!   actually  be  able  to  take  out  in  net  mill  cut.  Lad  '^  ' 

would  say,  "What  do  they  care  about  all  that  if  they  *- 
don't  take  it  out  to  the  mill?"  But  the  companies 
wanted  to  know,  you  sf9«  In  other  words,  this  ia  the 
information  that  I  figured  out  that  they  should  havej 
I  gradually  figured  it  all  out.  It  was  just  like  some  ^3 
people  go  to  college  —  while  the  boys  was  playing 
cards  I  was  studying  this  so  that  when  I  cruised  I 
oould  go  out  and  know  what  information  I  was  sifter* 
Druryj    Didn't  you  ever  play  cards,  Percy?  [Laughter] 
French:   Well,  I  didn't  play  much  because  I  wanted  to  work.  So 
finally  I  had  it  so  it  was  just  like  giving  a  picture 
to  them  that  you'd  take  with  a  camera.   Say  there  were 
652  trees,  and  I  counted  five  of  those  down  and  although 
they  might  make   use  of  those  later  they  were  counted  as  ^ 
discount  trees,  plus  so  many  cull  trees.  • 

Druryi    dull  trees  were  those  with  no  commercial  value?  -.  -^^ritmA 
French t   That's  what  they  always  said  then.  Now,  we're  going 
pretty  far  back  in  time,  and  back  then  we  figured 
they'd  never  be  cut,  and  by  the  time  lumbering  methods 
had  been  improved  so  that  a  large  part  of  these  trees 
could  be  used*  they  was  burned  up  and  gone.  So  we'd 
Just  put  down  "ho  value." 
Pry I      Have  you  found  that  your  estimates  have  steadily  increased 
on  the  amotmts  of  usable  timber  in  a  given  stand  of  trees 
since  you  first  started? 
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Prenohi 


Drupyi 


French: 


Dniry: 


French: 


Yes.  Two  ways.  First,  they  utilize  them  more  in  the 
mills,  trees  of  all  descriptions,  even  down  to  the  saw- 
dust and  the  bark.  And  then  too,  they  salvage  more. 
iLLl  band-saw  mills  out  more  lumber  than  mills  using 
circular  saws.  Second,  there  is  the  growth  in  the  trees 
oyer  a  period  of  time.  In  the  last  50  years  I've  checked 
iBorae  of  the  trees ,  and  'natUJ?T6l  growth  has  Increased  the 
lumber  anywhere  from  10  to  25/^,  maybe  even  as  high  as 
50^«  There  was  mostly  redwood  taken  out  to  the  mill  in 
the  early  days,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  cull  fir 
and  cull  redwood  and  anything  that  had  defects  weren't 
touched.  But  now  culls  are  just  as  good  commercially, 
and  up  to  50^  culls  can  be  used  from  those  same  stands. 
Hew  they  utilize  everything  because  they  have  saws  that 
dfen  j«it  irair  th*  flefedts  J^ight  off.  You  couldnH  do  that 
in  the  early  days  due  to  expense  of  handling.  Today's 
cruising  is  quite  different.  Then  we  —  well,  we  worked 
with  the  times.      --'•  " v"  -  -• 

May  I  ask  this,  Percy:  How  many  other  timber  cruisers 
were  up  in  that  area  during  your  father's  time? 
There  probably  were  others  but  I  didn't  meet  any  others 
until  about  1912  in  these  three  counties  — »  Humboldt," 
Del  Norte,  and  Mendo«^nb;  "^  *'*^'^*'      "'*  ^  ^^''^^ 
What  was  the  market  value  of  redwood  said  of  fir  when  you 
first  began  cruising  up  there? 
Well,  let's  see.  1912....  You  mean  etumpage  value? 
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Druryt    Yes. 

French:   Then  it  was  around  $2,50  in  redwoods  and  about  fifty 
cents  on  fir,  average.  That  was  per  1,000  board  feet. 

Driiryi    What  do  you  think  the  market  value  is  now  of  compara- 
ble stumpage? 

Prenohi   When  they  can  buy  it,  the  boys  are  paying  $20  for  it 
now,  and  much  more  if  it's  got  a  good  volume  of 
number  one  upper  grade. 

Druryi    Pir  now  is  worth  more  than  redwood  ia  some  of  that,  ..^^ 
Isn't  it? 

Prencht   If  you  can  find  fir  that's  25  to  305^  clear  upper  grades 
the  gyppo  loggers  will  pay  you  $20  to  $25  for  it* 
They'll  get  $100  for  that  at  the  mill  where  they'll 
only  get  $40  to  $50  for  the  lower  grades .      .    , 

Drury:    Tour  cruises  always  had  a  high  degree  of  accuracy,  Percy. 

Prencht   The  only  thing  that  ever  puzzled  me  was  once  when  the 
lumbermen  at  the  mill  kept  saying  they  were  getting  a 
lot  more  boaird  feet  out  of  the  trees  than  I  had  recorded 
on  my  cruise  sheet.  And  I  said,  "That  can't  be  done, 
lly  Dad  told  me  when  I  was  only  a  kid  that  if  a  tree  was 
16  inches  in  diameter  and  16  feet  long,  it  had  161  board 
feet  in  it;  that  was  Spaulding  scale  and  if  you're  get- 
ting more  than  that  it  just  can't  be  done."  I  said, 
"What  are  you  doin'  here?  Are  you  getting  more  tree? 
Tou  can't  do  that."  Well,  it  ended  up  they  was  putting 
it  into  plywood,  getting  two  and  three  boards  out  of  an 
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inoh-thlck  board,  then  trying  to  tell  m%  my  scale  was  off! 
They  were  trying  to  Inspire  you  to  put  In  a  higher  cruise. 
I  guess  that  time  you  were  working  for  the  sellers  rather 
than  the  buyers.  [Laughter]  * 

No.  Now,  I  always  worked  for  myself  ever  since  X  started. 
That's  the  only  way  to  do  It. 

Early  Lumber  Company  Sales 

You  know,  later  on  when  other  fellows  oame  in  to  cjruise 
timber,  and  when  the  companies  wanted  to  sell  the  stumpage, 
they'd  present  us  with  a  eruise  at  the  State  Park  Commis- 
sion, and  those  cruises  were  always  "seller's  cruises," 
But  it  happened  one  time  that  they  gave  us  a  cruise  that 
they  said  they  wanted  to  add  40^  to,  and  their  reason 
was  because  that  cruise  had  been  made  for  taxation  pur- 
poses. [Laughter]  .  . ,^^ 

What  I  am  driving  at  here  is  that  up  there  in  the 
redwood  country  when  they  had  never  had  any  systematic 
method  of  measuring  the  value  of  redwood  or  fir  stiaapage, 
Mr.  French,  around  the  turn  of  the  century  almost, 
devised  a  method  of  keeping  an  orderly  acooxmt  of  the 
etumpage.  The  reason  he  had  to  do  that  was  because  he 
was  representing  people  in  New  York  and  Michigan  and  in 
other  states  who  weren't  content  without  having  the 
details  —  although  the  reputation  you  and  your  father 


had  was  sufficient  to  warrant  their  trust. 
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Pryt      They  wanted  a  complete  inventory  of  their  land,  ia 
that  right?   ♦  '  '  ^ 

Prenchi   That's  right.  One  time  there  was  a  company,  the  Sage 
land  and  Improvement  Company,  of  Alhany,  Hew  York, 
The  first  Mr.  Sage  had  Itunbered  around  Lake  Michigan 
and  down  in  Oregon  and  Florida,  then  they  oome  here  to 
California  when  they  had  a  surplus  of  money  and  bought 
some  redwood  land  around  Prairie  Creek. 

Druryi    That's  what  happened  to  Pacific  Lumber  Company.  The 

Murphys  of  Detroit  and  the  Sages  and  several  others  put 
their  surplus  into  redwood  stands. 

Prenchj   Tes.  But  speaking  of  their  trust,  one  fellow  came  clear 
out  from  the  East  to  check  on  my  figures.  I'd  been 
working  for  the  Sage  company  for  six  or  seven  years  steady 
there  from  1912  on,  and  they  owned  60,000  acres  when  I 
went  to  work  for  them  in  these  three  redwood  coimties, 
Mendocino,  Humboldt,  and  Del  Norte. 

Drury:    E.J.  James  was  their  agent,  wasn't  he? 

Prenchj   Yes;  he'd  come  here  in  1912  too,  with  L.J.  Curry. 

Well,  they  %^tea  a  reoruise  of  this  60,000  acres 
because  they'd  paid  a  lot  more  for  it  than  was  on  it 
due  to  inexperienced  redwood  cruisers.  Curry  and  I 
started  going  over  it  and  discovered  that  they  had  paid 
25^  too  much  for  that  60,000  acres. 

Mr.  James  came  up  to  me  one  day  and  said,  Teroy, 
do  you  believe  that  there  is  eight  million  board  feet  to 
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9iu 

Prenoh:   b«  taken  off  that  40  acres  up  at  Prairie  Creek?" 

•nrell,  if  I  didn't  think  so,  Mr.  James,  I 
wouldn't  have  put  it  down.  You  want  to  go  back  and 
check  it?"  ,   ,,      . 

He  said,  "No,  I*m  just  asking  you." 
I  said,  "When  I  get  away  from  it  I  won't  change  ^ , 
my  figures  because  I  figure  I  knew  when  I  was  lookin' 
at  it  and  I'll  never  know  when  I  ain't  lookin'  at  it." 
So  they  gave  me  credit  for  that  much.  [Laughter] 
Anyway,  we  returned  and  looked  it  all  over  again  and 
then  Curry  went  over  it.  Finally  they  sent  the  report 
up  to  Sage  in  New  York  and  he  called  us  up  on  the  tele, 
phone  and  said,  "Do  you  know  what  you  put  down  for  the 
■•oond  forty  up  at  Prairie  Creek?" 
James  says,  "Yes." 
He  says,  "Who  cruised  that?" 


t: 


"Well,  Prenoh  and  Curry." 


"Do  you  believe  that's  all  there?" 

"Well,"  he  said,  "They  say  so." 
.-  He  says,  "I  want  to  see  it."  So  he  took  the  train 
the  next  morning,  a  special  train  with  his  bunch,  and  wt 
went  down  in  an  old  stage  car  and  met  him  and  took  him 
up  to  Prairie  Creek.  We  went  out  on  an  old  muddy  road 
and  he  looked  around  at  the  timber  a  while,  and  finally 
he  said,  "Well,  Curry,  you're  a  bigger  damn  fool  than  I 
thought  you  were.  You  fellows  figure  eight  million  board 


JbiOS    3£0£tCf    08   Od-    J  .  ii    t//Q    9V<Wif    *'  « 

#«D«»«x  arid-  t«»8  "(c^rf!^  '^XXei^Jt'?:     .^fi  •  i;*w  x'xtu;^  ca^it 

-&X»-    Mf^    '■''"'     "  ':^'W   boXr.-n   r)-^   hnr.  ^rrtoY  iff  If  r:!-   &;\nC   c*   iU 

'fO    bn/» 

ttJtsnt  9t!f  toot  9'<  rt^^     ".ti  9W9  osf  tftsw  I"    .B^jaa  «H 

Old  itoot  I>C3  ni:r(  #ea  ijsa  t&o  klo  tui  aX  amob  ta»w 

hODt  xbkittr  filo  lis  no  trrc  tKov7  a'       .  -    ?.i'jJ:.^i':  c:^  qtf 

I  rutdt  Icol  i«es6  v»8sx«r  a  ev'ji/oy.  ,y.V£iiO   ,II«W"   ,AJ»t  tii 
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Prenoh:   feet  <^"tVi8?-    '  "''"      *   bApp*n«<l  ^^'  T- 

"Yes,  sir,*  said  Curry. 

"fell,  If  I  oan't  take  out  twice  that  I  wouldn't 
even  1)e  interested*  I'm  going  home."  [Laughter] 

Druryi    And  your  reputation  was  upheld.  There  are  thousands 

of  acres  up  there  that  would  measure  that  much.  That's 
an  average  of  200,000  "board  feet  an  acre. 

French}   That's  an  exceptionally  good  forest,  Just  like  Bull 

C^eel^.  Wir  bbnislder  Blill  Ci*ee^  100^  redwood,  and   ■>••"• 
section  thirty  in  Bull  Creek  has  200,000  board  feet 
an  acre.  That's  32  million  on  160  acres. 

Druryj    When  you  remember  that  the  average  forest  has  from  30 
to  40  thousand  board  feet  per  acre,  and  the  redwood 
belt  has  about  60  thousand,  or  63  thousand  maybe  on 
the  average,  taking  the  forests  with  the  heavy  stands, 
then  you  can  see  why  it  seems  somewhat  incredible  to 
have  200,000  on  one  a^re*  7hat*8  a  lot  of  trees* 

Speaking  of  heavy  stands  of  timber,  when  I  first 
wwit  up  there  they  unfortunately  had  already  logged 
off  the  Dyerville  Plat  area  before  we  were  able  to 
arrest  the  logging.  There  was  reputed  to  be  a  million 
hoard  feet  of  lumber  taken  off  one  acre  in  North  Dyer- 
ville Plat.   Do  you  know  for  a  certainty  if  that  was  so? 

French:   Well,  my  checking  was  all  there*  1*11  have  to  go  back 
and  look  at  my  records  ibe6S!tise  T  eheekei!  eifery  stick 
there  when  their  man  was  there  —  Jack  Hunt  and  them. 


it." 


ox 

8*tsif9     .Afofrn  i  .901  bl/row  i-jp-ri^  ©Tari*  qw  sMios  lo 

XXufi  eixi   w'Ciii;    ,w.  3':(:':   uou^   Y.ixi£uuic^q--;jxo  luj   a'jBitS 
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no  orf"7;j,m  biueeworii'  i^c*  no  ^i-jirttjut/iju   v«*  d'ifCKl^  a/,i.  ^X«tf 

o*  ol'ilta^onl  t«fs'W9cioa   ;.  ;^-.ci  ti,  ^c-^^'w  ees   -a^o  iic\  cMLt 
.yeuT;f  lo  tol  b  8**>sdT     .trrofi  &no  ito  000,00$  vfmd 

o*  sirffi  eiew  8w  aiclecf  aerui  tal^  elli  aii*  llo 

ifoiXIiBT  J!  Off  rit  fe©*ufroi  R^;w  01:  .  JasTSfl 

-leX!^  nJ-xo*:  x;l  e-xoa  9i:o  lie  isftvora-  ;'x  10  ti-ox  c'xaoc 

To«  Mw  ta£!t  !tJt  160  e   TOl  vfcixA  uoj,  oG      .     -  C^  aXIlr 

'Joliu     .isTQ  o  I  ©exxeded  Binoo&i  ■y,w  i'  '    ".c.: 

,n»rit  —  ei9c;>'  atv  ruxir  ttwdt  jdt 


Vrenohi   It  oould  have  happened  like  It  happened  In  Laralsee 

Creek.  P.L,  [Pacific  Lumber  Company]  cut  that  out  special; 
they  out  an  aore»  measured  it  out  for  the  actual  board 
footage  an  acre  with  the  number  of  trees  on  it.  Now, 
the  one  on  Dyerville  Plat  I  remember  because  we  checked 
with  Hunt  about  it  and  had  quite  an  argument  over  it* 
I  was  pretty  stiff  to  argue  with  because  I  could  beat 
any  of  them  on  measuring,  even  the  scalers,  because  1* 
haA  worked  in  the  trees  so  much  that  I  just  had  a  sense 
about  it.  Finally  the  scaler  said,  "Well,  you  do  it," 
Mr.  Richardson  was  there  and  he  said,  "You  let  Percy 
alone.  If  he  can't  do  it  none  of  you  guys  are  gonna  do  it," 

Druryj    Did  you  confirm  the  one  million  board  feet  per  acre? 

3?reneh»   ^  can't  recall  it.  I  don't  think  so.  The  only  acre 
with  that  much  timber  is  the  one  that  Emanuel  Pritz 
and  I  went  over  together  in  Bull  Creek;  that's  in 
Humboldt  Park  and  it's  still  there  —  Rockefeller 
Forest.  There  are  probably  several  other  acres  down 
there,  too,  with  that  much  board  feet  on  them;  I  just 
happen  to  know  about  this  one  because  I  helped  pick 
it  out. 

Well  now,  you  knew  Prank  Solinsky.  Frank  contended 
to  hia  dying  day  that  it  wasn't  physically  possible  to 
get  a  million  board  feet  of  lumber  on  the  area  of  one 
acre,  that  you  just  couldn't  fit  that  many  trees  on 
one  acre  because  no  trees  grow  tall  enough. 


XI 

xiitteJ  al  bBiiBqqcd  ^±  31I  •VMl  Miroo  tl 
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1^ 

renoh}   If  you  have  ^0  trees  on  an  acre,  and  had  100,000  board 

feet  per  tree,  looks  to  me  like  youM  have  three  million 

feet,  woiQdn't  you? 

Ilruryt    Well,  it  looks  like  it. 

it 

Prencht   Wt  oan  give  and  take  a  little,  because  maybe  you  don*t 
count  all  of  them  in  there,  but  you  can  get  them  into 
an  acre  because  they  are  there}  and  maybe  we  could  meander 
out  an  acre  in  Bull  Creek  in  Rockefeller  Forest  and  get 
nearly  two  million  gross  bocird  feet  on  it. 

When  Sage  first  started  to  buy,  all  he'd  pay  was  a 
dollar  a  thousand  board  feet,  no  matter  what  the  grade, 
even  for  trees  there  on  Bull  Creek.  And  I  told  him,  I 
said,  "James,  why  don^t  you  allow  them  $2  for  this  on  the 
bottom  lands  and  four  bits  for  that  on  the  hill?  That 
ain't  worth  nothing  up  there  and  this  is  worth  more  than 
they  are  going  to  get  for  it." 

But  he  said,  "Nog  it's  a  dollar  a  thousand  straight 
through."  And  he  bought  two  or  three  hundred  thousand 
acres  at  a  dollar  a  thousand. 

"^''^  We  made  some  mistakes,  though,  like  everyone  does 
sometimes.  We  went  over  a  section  in  Mendocino  that  '* 
had  a  thousand  acres  instead  of  640  —  you  know,  the  • 
result  of  an  irregular  survey*  It  had  I  believe  about 
a  million  board  feet  on  1,000  acres.  I  said,  "In  our** 
time  they'll  never  be  able  to  get  that  out  of  there; 
they'll  Just  pay  taxes  on  it."  So  I  went  to  Mr.  James  ■^«y«'* 


aclXLtai  asijdt  nv*,u  ii»'ucv,  '^^.',.11  an-4  o«    aiiocl   twfr'i^   idq  J^  '': 

.*J;  oill  ajTooX  ft   ,ll»^ 

o^nx  a&xit  ^Tag  jdu^o  uox  totf   t^fwr:^  ai  tixBiit  lo  XXe  ^xuroo 

tebiij^^m  bluoo  £>w  ecfij;^:^  brus   {srce  iJ'  d'xi»  ^^eiit  •sMBoed'  oiob  am 

#•9  l>£tt  ;:  a«XX«l:e>'9c|l  aX  ilui£  iiX  enofi  na  tito 

.tx  no   rf-ys^  fcfiiycf   ar;  _        oXXXtn  ovt  yXrOMli 

s   a^v;  \;.aq  fed  XXb   ,'iiK.   o#  t»wiiB;r€  j-o'^i-  $^o  xiaaw 

Bdt  f*.o  si.j^  lot  i^^  i^&iii-  woIXb  uoii  *'fioi»  -^w   i«9isia"U'' 

#£idT     TXXxd  9dt  xio  ;i-£rij-  lol  ii^Xd   ixrol  i>iis  BJbib^X  rndt^ocf 
aBii#  Biom  Hticw  ex  eXrf?  feiiB  e'isr'it  qir  arrXxf*'  ^^    *+"•' ?^f  f* tils'. 

t^ftlst^fl  hpi'tiisoiit  3  ri:8XXo&  b  9*tX   ,o?i*'    ,JbXAe  »d  tuC 
tl||ljH[i   I.I   i>«rtftnttti'  ob-ifit  lo  qw;^  ^£[£,jjod'  9x1  bak     *' .d^iUoruit 

,baK9tfOJdt  ».  'xcXXoJb  a  t£  «0<xos 

'ji^d"   ,won3l  ucx,  --  Ol^d  lo  £>...h*ai;l  asio^   br.*  suoil*'  a  toil 

t-'.rt-r^T-.   »-v••^^*.^    T  r)B,-(   tl      ,-/■?- v^rrp    tn  frrr,.  ■■■r'Ti   rtR   ^r,    ;I-.riTB£»r 
•ijjci   til"    ,  .'■;'-'.!:d.<    00&,X  i*©   i-dftl  iJ-JUiOu   u«iii- 

lertt-rfd"  lo  two  #a^U  *©3  c*  oldB  »rf  i»vi»a  Xl'^wf*  eaiX*^ 
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(iie'^^was  a'  Scotchman,  he  was  tight)  and  I  told  him, 
"No  use  paying  taxes  on  that."  We  were  telling  him  — 
don't  know  what  husinese  we  had  doing  that,  hut  we  were. 
"You'll  pay  more  taxes  than  it's  worth,"  So  they  let  it 
go«  That's  how  much  we  knew.  You  work  with  the  times* 
Next  time  I  was  down  there,  about  40  years  later,  it  was 
logged  off  and  the  country  was  hare;  they  had  taken  out 
everything*  ' 

Well,  a  lot  of  people  went  broke,  paying  taxes  on  timber 
up  there,  and  I  don't  want  to  dwell  too  much  on  it  but 
you  remember  we  bought  as  low  as  49  cents  a  thousand  up 
there  from  Del  Norte  Lumber  Company  because  that  repre- 
sented the  amoiant  of  their  delinquent  taxes  and  penalties. 
Ihey  were  just  ahead  of  their  time. 


f.  T     f   * 


irif     *..: 


Pre-oruieing  Surveys 

What  was  the  first  thing  you  had  to  do  when  you  set  out 

to  estimate  the  timber  on  a  holding? 

Well,  the  first  thing  you  have  to  do  is  be  sure  that 

you've  got  the  right  land.  Early  cruisers  failed  to  do 

this.  Sage  L\imber  Company  many  a  time  had  their  cruisers 

on  the  wrong  land,  and  that's  something  we  never  done. 

Isn't  it  true  that  sometimes  you  would  have  to  go  miles 

away  to  get  a  steirting  point  from  which  you  could  find 

the  correct  section  corner? 

Yes,  that's  true.  To  get  the  last  known  government -surveyed 
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comer,  if  it  hadn't  been  destroyed}  then  you*d  have 
to  move  on  to  the  next  one,  until  you  got  to  the  one 
that  marked  the  comer  of  the  section  that  you  was 
supposed  to  cruise. 

I  guess  ahout  the  only  stirvey  done  before  you  began 
oioiising  was  the  government  survey  for  the  land  grants. 
Did  you  find  these  very  accurate? 

No.  No.  Accurate  I  [Laughter]  I  can  say  that  I  don't 
suppose  I  have  ever  seen  a  section  surveyed  within  20^ 
of  being  accurate,  compared  to  the  way  it  would  be  if 
you'd  done  it  the  way  you  were  supposed  to.  The  govern- 
ment surveyors  were  supposed  to  measure  80  chains*  north, 
south,  east,  and  west  to  make  a  section.  Well,  we  might 
find  that  it  was  laid  out  with  only  70  chains,  or  we 
might  find  it  way  out  to  120  chains  or  even  more  than 
that.  Then  maybe  the  line  was  off  two  or  three  degrees, 
and  that  would  throw  you  off  a  couple  or  three  hundred 
feet  in  a  mile,  so  we'd  always  have  to  recheck  all  the 
comers  because  hardly  anybody  had  been  in  there  ahead 
of  us  since  the  government  surveyors. 
Did  you  do  the  re surveying  then? 

Oh,  I'd  run  it  out  temporarily  and  we'd  cruise  it,  but 
to  get  the  official  survey  they'd  send  Ed  Smith  or  the 
county  surveyor  or  McKee  and  survey  out  the  section. 


•  Chain t  four  rods  or  66  feet. 


•MO  »dt  ot  to-^  uf>x  Liisut  ,c0o  tt»a.  mit  a^  no  »to«  of 
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.#»9l  dd  to  Bio'x  ijjol     ixlUuIO  « 
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Frenchi   But  as  I  said,  I*d  already  found  my  comers  and  they'd 
say,  "Well,  Perce,  we*d  "better  send  you;  you  do  better 
work  than  they  do,"  because  they  were  soiaetimes  off 
q:ttit«  a  bit. 

Well,  you  know,  the  state  highway  was  off  one 
time  300  f«et.  I  was  ri^t  there  at  the  corner,  so 
Mr,  James  said,  "Well,  we'll  let  Percy  pace  It  off  and 
we'll  take  his  word  for  it.  You  fellows  are  all  sur- 
veying it  wrong;  you've  done  that  twice  now.  Percy  will 
pace  it  off  and  we'll  know  where  it  is,  anyhow,** 

Druryi    I  notice  on  this  map  of  the  Gtirberville  area  in  my 

office  that  there  are  some  sections  that  have  around 
900  acres  in  them  Instead  of  the  standard  640, 

French:   Yes,  That's  that  irregular  stirveying,  when  they  sur- 
veyed out  the  farmers'  ranches  and  didn't  survey  out 
the  timber,  That's  one  there  by  Bear  Buttes,  I  don't 
know  if  I  erer  told  you.  Newt,  but  most  of  that  map 
with  all  those  crooked  section  lines  is  lines  that 
Curry  and  I  found,  I  won't  say  "surveyed*  because  we 
just  followed  the  govemnent  survey  lines  and  found  • 
the  corners  for  cruising. 

Pry  I      Do  you  follow  the  government  lines  even  though  they 
are  wrong?*  a**-..  -'.*«  .^j^^ii  ^. 

frenoh:   If  it's  off  half  a  mile  we  have  to  follow  it  because 


r 


u 


tic    -  .  v8  ©'lovf  \9iit  c  .'■  ".rjfe  •.  -^now 

jro  tto  U1.-J;  V  .   s^t.j'B  u 

■■   no    :  .1 

-         'IP  jb  xii   8:      . 

-1J/8    '9^^  nadw    ,  .'       "¥      .nsY 

rr,.'!  ;fr;jr;j-  lo   tso-'   ;^r/rf    .t'.Tn?^"   ,;far  r';''c^  ff??©  I  *± 

/o  B.eriil  *.  lol  trov  od 
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French »   -Rett's  i^.  The  government  is  always  right.  I  found 
one  there  across  from  Sylvandale  that's  off  a  quarter 
to  half  a  mile,  Mr.  Arthur  Connick  had  me  re-do  it 
against  Lentell,  who  was  our  great  surveyor.  This 
was  when  Connick  was  in  the  bank.  Well,  I  wasn't  a 
surveyor,  but  Lentell  was  keener  than  the  devil.  He 
called  me  up  and  said,  "Did  you  find  the  government 
corner? " 

Teah,"  I  said,  "I  found  two,  and  the  quarter 
corner, -^^  a  tx 
^y^  g  "Where 'd  you  find  them?" 
I  told  him. 

"Okay,"  he  said,  so  he  ran  it  out  as  per  our  work 
according  to  government  field  notes  and  set  the  corner. 
But  Curry  and  I  never  did  any  private  surveying;  we 
weren't  licensed  surveyors. 
praryi         The  essence  of  all  this  is  that  you  have  to  be  a  de- 
tective. 

Prenohi   Sage  always  told  me,  "Percy,  when  you  go  out  you  make 
^    sure  that  you  know  where  the  government  lines  are,  no 
matter  what  they  say  or  how  many  surveys  are  on  it . " 
Right  there  in  leggett  Valley  Mr,  Walker,  who'd 
lived  there  all  his  life,  showed  us  a  corner  on  the 
river  bank,  and  I  took  my  notes  out  and  looked  at  them. 


dx 


ti  cx6-.ei  "Sn    hp.ii  3foJtmi<*0  vatdirtA    .tM     .©IJte  s  IJjsrf  ot 
•isdT     .aov.€.T:ufe  *b«ts  iwo  bjsw  oilw   ,XIed-xt.;  3 
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.til"  ""-^  I 
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•  lacioo  ©del-  d'ea  Ime  ar-^'on  bL^lt  ^nsrmidTos  ol".  li 

•  eioYev'x^tt  ij^aiidoiX  t'owxaw 

4RtoB  iroY  t;jo  o^  uoy.  nvxiw   ,'^o*£9^"    (9in  Jblo;^  a^AwIjs  as»l 

oa  «9%.^  Gfijcill  j-ixa/Tjiiovo^  axft  3t£«iiw  wojcc(  ik>^  J«£f#  tucv* 

^  ,tl  no  e'  ritfB  y.fxnm  woii  to  ^b  \ajdt  t.eifw  ti^lttsm. 

fc'offw   ,t©2(IflW   .TiM  "^©IXjpV  tt9^!^  Jttjfe  •ODftxf;}'  MslJl 

eii*'  no  'xerxipo  e  ai;  fcaroris    .dliX  8±ri  XXa  e9«£[#  berll 

•aaiff  ;)'B  £>93fcoX  bits  tcro  aotcn  y;c:  3(o&;f  I  l>a8  t^Caarf  rx»Tlrt 
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Prenoh:   We  had  all  the  notes  that  the  government  had  ever 
made  —  sometimes  there  was  two  or  three  sets  for 
one  section.  So  there  was  the  comer  post  suLl  marked 
up  on  it.  I  waited  until  he  got  away,  and  I  said  to 
Hardy  (my  brother)  who  was  with  me  that  day,  "1!he 
comer  that  we  want  is  on  the  other  side  of  the 

S         river."  And  you  know  I  was  crawling  aroxind  on  the 
ridge  to  get  a  sight  on  where  I  could  best  come  out 
on  the  other  side,  and  found  Yes  I}onahue*s  mark  on 
the  side  of  a  tree.  He  was  one  of  the  old  Standish 
and  Hiokey  cruisers.  Some  of  the  boys  were  good  on 
tracing  government  lines  and  you  could  follow  their 
notes.  Of  course  the  comer  was  easy  to  find  from 
that  marked  tree. 

Pryt      After  you  locate  your  lines,  what  do  you  do  to  com- 
pute the  stumpage? 

?rench:   Well  sir,  we  take  a  tree,  measure  the  diameter  of  it 
and  the  height  of  it,  then  use  Spaulding's  scale  on 
the  logs* 
There's  a  modified  Spaulding's  scale,  isn't  there? 

French:  Well,  all  my  life  I've  used  the  only  one  he  made  and 
K7  old  Bad  said  it  never  changes  so  I've  always  used 
it.  I  think  the  last  time  I  was  in  court  I  used  it; 
I  think  it  is  standard  in  California. 


BKury: 

TKpuryi 


VI 


^•T«  Asrf  tnaumsYoB  »fl^  tarit  £t»;ton  ©jrft  IJje  BfixJ  •¥ 

Alef«»-ffi  IXb  tcnr  tit  J.I  u  OJ..4   uvtv  9«xeii;^  oE     .noJtJa^e  ©no 
o#  bijja   I  bJSB   tYQ'^*  *«S  ^Jii  Il;fraL;  .*±  no  qa 

ot!^"    .-':'&  tni'^rf-  D?t:  r{t±w  a.-.w  crfrr  (ift.Ktcid'  yya)  ytrnK 
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ii  IIol  fcluco  wox  tern  tenlX  tiJ»min»T08  3nlOBT# 
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-moo  o*  06  trov,  ofc  tBifw  ,aeKi:I  ifio-^  atiool  aox  "xstlk 

ti   lo   Tf«*'©f(t*lfi   9ift    r~ .9ali    a    t>i«ir    an"    ,ii*i   II«W 

no  dIjbor  e'^rJifcJjjf  ,*i  Ic  '  yd*  bam 

.ayol  aff* 

«?'  ;'•.:-    ^^iMOb      •       .:.I«fi<'3  J&eJtlJtfcoB  o  a'trieal 

fcrjt   9b  Qsif.  yloo  oxf*  bf>au  or' I  et±I  ■'^  XIa   ,II«* 

tecjj  av^^'Ifi  tv'I  oe  ae?}KRfi(o  itPY«n  ti  BJUbs^   ^*^   ^''<■'  ym 

jtJ:  f>*«iw  I  j-TMoo  at  aiiw  I  o/rrxt  i-eflX  Bdi  :  ^      «rfl 

.AlmolilBO  c±  :  el  ;H  aliilxlt  I 
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Pry: 


Prenohj 

Pry: 

Pr«nch{ 
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Mapping  the  Traots 


Tgr.*  -:-1t    \,- 


1   want  to  ask  you  If  what  Professor  Fritz  says  is 
correct  J  that  you  can  go  out  and  with  only  your  eye 

,  \ 

»'  <  ■■ 

Cruise  a  section  more  accurately  than  a  graduate 
student  In  the  School  of  Forestry  at  Cal,  with  all  ^ "^ 
his  Instruments. 

Yes,  I  guess  that's  true.  That's  from  experience. 
He  said  you  rarely  use  Instruments. 
Well,  no,  because  it  wasn't  necessary;  everything  is 
done  "by  the  length  of  the  tree  and  its  taper.  That's 
done  by  your  eye.  The  size  of  the  tree,  both  the 
butts  and  the  top  of  the  first  log  and  the  top  of  the 
last  log  is  all  done  by  your  eye.   But  I  always  had  a 
diameter  tape  and  the  first  thing  we'd  do  early  in  the 
morning  as  soon  as  we'd  get  to  the  forty  was  estimate 
the  meastirements  of  three  or  four  trees,  then  check 
it  with  the  tape  to  see  if  either  of  us  was  off. 
Like  batting  practice  before  the  game. 
7es,  that  was  it. 

How  do  you  determine  the  diameter? 

¥•  used  a  diameter  tape.  On  Bull  Creek  we  had  an  in- 
strument —  I  still  hare  it  —  a  diameter  glass  that 
%i  had  made.   It  was  a  field  glass  and  we  had  to  send 


<*  >- 


ut  R-^B  stxil  loaoolca^  tsiiw  XI  tfo\  its  ot  i'xxBW  I 
«X*  ti^Y.  TcIjCO  ntirn  hfi»  #wo  03^   rwo  j/o^  *  'rf#      t+Oft'xco 

11b  rttiw  ,IsO  tfi  x^ieeT.o'i  lo  Io<    o     :>  0   ni  j-nabuti 

^anl  e±rf 

erf*    1'    ^■'^'^    «>''^     '■^f"-'     "fT    •'■■^•r?-^    «"r,t     1r     r-f  ;^    '.'-^f    ttm    r.i^t'Td 

9/ft  n±  v:I*is»  oJb  b'ev      .     {i-  taall  9tit  haa  »q/.,      ^lj^.u  iiJtJb 

©*""''■•*•'•'    ->       tJ"^ol  ^..v    o*  d^»3  S)\..   ■      •"'■'?  aa  ;ftr:Jtjnoa! 

>:o9n3  a&at  ,8&ei;t  Tirol  10  eondt  lo  sjI'iWBsaimAea  •iitf' 

.llo  eaw  au  lo  x&ritie  11  o«a  o*  ^rya^  art  rf#iw  ft 

.9ia«^  ©/(#•  ©lolec'  eo±;^o.■  -x.    :n\liiv\i  viLl 

,&1  aaw  tBAt  ,»9Y 
?Tct9rcp±Jc)  arft  snlrTiS.teft  i;cv,  ob  w«H 

tiilli-    8a«Ia  1€t9:lf  if)   B    —    tl   ^fBd  lUtfi    I    —    ttiMcsnt9 

......  ■.:>*  iwBxf  e«  f'""'-  pp.--. r<..  f-. re±l  -a  »«w  d-X     ,«&6ii  tuuf  sw 
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.  Frenohi 


Frenoh: 
Pry  I 
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it  to  Germany  to  get  it  graduated.  We  tried  to  get 
it  don«  in  San  Prancisoo,  but  they  oouldn*t  do  it  so 
we  sent  it  to  Germany  just  before  World  War  I  broke 
out  —  or  we  never  would  have  got  it  done.      ^^^ 
*-- '  -After  elilolcirti  out  visual  estimates  we  could  give 
or  talce  a  little  if  we  was  an  inch  high  or  an  inch 
Xtm   that  day  as  we  cruised,  because  in  the  sum  of 
■four  million  board  feet  you*d  never  know  the  differ- 
ence. That  was  our  way  of  doing  it  because  they  made 
us  cruise  80  acres  a  day;  today  they  go  over  only  15 
or  20  acres  a  day.  --~-^*  - 

How  many  acres  can  you  personally  cruise  today?  ' 
Well,  I  can  take  40  acres  and  do  it  509?  in  a  day.  "* 
But  for  a  100^  cruise,  doing  a  tree  count  and  actually 
measuring  them,  it  might  take  a  month. 
Tou  mean  on  level  ground,  don*t  you?      «•. -v--.^  * 
No,  I  mean  hills,  too. 

Could  you  explain  the  process  of  making  the  two-run 
and  the  four -run  cruise  and  the  tree  count? 
Yes.   I  use  a  25^  cruise  or  a  50^  cruise  —  or  a  1005^. 
The  100^  means  you  measure  every  tree  •     -      '<" 
And  you  more  or  less  make  a  grill  across  the  area  on 
any  type  of  cruise?  *  ^^  *  ^'  ^^ 

Teso  We  make  fou^  runs  across  the  40  acres  for  a  50^ 


€1 


on  *J:  ob  f^abluoCf    -   '-*•    '-^    .oobIo* '^r'^  ^«^   ' ''   '>n!ob  t± 

.-'.'ob  t±  toT^  evF.'^  fttiK'W  T^evsp.  ew  to  --  tfo 

jiOi:!  rta  10  d\\ts{  situtt  as  saw  ©w  ti  BZf&.tl  a  satet  ta) 

*T»lllJ>  Off*           ■   levea  b'trcr.  J-   .■'!      -,    •■•      ■..cJ-.L-.x  ■.■ 
•Ami  "^^tit  sawBOocf  *±  3CX06  lo  t;bw  irjo  aaw  t^rfl     , 

?X  %Xao  ftsTO   08  '^©xCu   y.Hfl^^^    trnfi  f,   asrrojE  06  f>?:s.t'rf.o  nr; 

•  v^^  "  asiofii  OS  tto 

Vuc^i  i-'iMjjb   ,»>£JJ0«5^  Xfir«i   "^   "    v    '">Y 

,Qct   ,&IlJ:d  ctesc  I   ,oft 

iDW-c  >.c  rneortcr  arft  fsl«Xcr*8  ftox  bXm  0 

♦JK(  .-       'VT  --  eclvuo  Sjo?  B  10  ociino  ^cS  a  ttBff  I     .boI 

,ortt  •'-n:RTa   ettis-^aflf  nCfT  fliniMS  IfOCI  oxflP 
no  esriB  orii'  aeouow  Xiloy,  *j  1  •  asl  'lu  siom  isc\  £iba 

Voeljrio  'to  9Ci\t  ^&a« 
^0^  .?  -xcl  ssTOfi  O'l^  dii^  Bbo^«&  txunc  ii/ol  s^fis  9W     «8«Y 


20 


Prenohr   cruise.  The  runs  are  165  feet  apart,  lined  off  so 
tliat  as  you  look  62  and  a  half  feet  right  and  left 
yotir&e'  seeing  aetually  half  the  treeff.  %ti  use  your  '^•'•» 
head  then,  when  you're  through,  and  if  it  checks  out 
and  eyerything  looks  the  same,  you  double  it  for  the 
final  figures.  That's  a  50^  cruise.  I  learned  that 
when  I  was  a  kid,  so  that  pretty  soon  I  could  measure 
it  right  off  pretty  quick  because  I'd  see  half  the 
land,  and  I  figured.  Well,  I  couldn't  get  too  far  off 
from  the  other  half.  This  is  my  speed,  my  way;  I    ^ 
learned  that  and  nobody  taught  me  especially,        ' 

Druryi    Isn't  it  true  that  although  you  made  a  systematic 

record  of  each  forty,  you  oould  almost  tell  when  you  ' 
wsnt  into  a  forty  about  what  it  would  measure  up  to 
in  voliuae? 

French »   That's  true.  But  without  a  real  check  you  couldn't 
take  mine  or  anyone  else's  word  just  on  what  we  knew 

or  how  long  we  had  worked  there,  because  there  is  more 

Ci- 
ts it.  Say  this  trea  that  we  start  to  scale  is  three 

feet  in  diameter  and  it  scales  up  to  5fOOO  board  feet 

standlngo  Then  we  have  to  discount  a  certain  amount 

as  a  rule  for  breakage  and  defects.  Your  discounts 

usually  run  anywhere  from  15  to  40^,  on  a  tree  or  on 

the  whole  4-0  acres. 

But  that » s  a  matter  for  individual  judgment  . . , 


'    #ft  llo  l»ttil  (trseq^  t^ml  ^dl  arte  mmi  adS     .MtJUfSO 
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9irmed«i  f>Xiroo  I  nooe  ^^^fd-s'xq  tsii;^  08  ,l»rji  s  saw  2  xisudw 

Silst-  IXsxI  s&e   b'l  sBiiJsootf  jLolwf  Y,^tGiq  llo  tWfexi:  *i 

lie  xsl  oo;J-  d©8  t'nbXuco  I   ,Il9V  ,  fcoifcrjjil  I  ima   ,fix;;I 

I   j"^£»w  ■^ffl  ,r>r9(Trj  "T^c  ei  si-'-'T?     ."^X^.-^  i«>xito  exit  tacxl 

BO"^  nsrfv;  IIo:^  ■u'T.Df-l.F-  bljjco  irr<v  ,-n;tiol  i^O£io  lo  i«oo»^ 
ot  qu  o'lis&ii&ts  bxwcw  d"!  i-a- w  tuout  ■v;;J'aol  «  o;^ii±  i£i9V 

?«urXov  111 
*'xL5Itfoo  'jo-^^  :^o»xlo  Xf»©<i  3  tiioil*!:.''  tott     .etrt*  a'tnilT 

\W£q{  ow  tax(w  no  *ol'^c  i^aov;  '^'©ei©   oacxx**  io  sciUR  wist 

oetLTi;)'  si;  oXi^oa  at  tiatB  9V  !»£(!)-  belt  eJti*^  ^ntQ     .t^  o;^ 
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flc  10  euiJ-  n   r?o    ,^rO-^  ot  CI  woil  ©^s/n.'xnc  lan:  \ILajbu 
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Editor* s  note:  Mr.  French  later  supplied  the  following 
information  on  cruising  to  supplement  what  was  said  in 
the  interview. 

"Ran  across  this  method  of  cruising  which  I  thought  you 
might  insert  in  the  manuscript  where  you  ask  how  I 
cruise."  - 

A  Method  of  Cruising  40-Acre  Tracts   -«^ 

I  locate  the  Section  corners  as  per  Government  field 
notes.   The  working  line  of  the  first  run  is  165  feet 
on  line  from  a  corner  of  a  40-acre  tract.   All  trees 
within  82^  feet  on  each  side  of  the  working  line  are 
measured  and  listed.   All  trees  24"  and  over  D.B.H. 
(diameter  breffit  high)  inside  the  bark  are  estimated  on 
a  saw-timber  basis.   Those  trees  from  12"  to  24"  D.B. 
H.  are  listed  as  piling;  those  trees  from  6"  to  12" 
as  poles.  Each  tree  is  measured  with  diameter  tape  ' 
or  glass  and  listed  with  its  D.B.H.  and  the  length  of 
commercial  saw-logs  on  it.  Applying  these  figures  to 
Spaulding  Scale  for  Redwood  and  Fir  Timber,  the  true 
volume  of  board  feet  in  a  tree  is  determined.  From 
this  full  scale  a  discount  is  made  for  breakage  and 
defects.   This  discount  is  made  for  each  tree  and  may 
run  from  20  to  45%  or  more  in  some  cases.   In  large, 
defective  Redwood  and  Douglas  Fir  timber  all  hollow- 
butted  and  defective  Redwood  and  Douglas  Fir  trees 
are  listed  as  "culls."  Should  any  cull  tree  contain 
some  salvage  timber,  this  is  estimated  and  shown  on 
the  cruise  sheet. 

Two  runs  through  40  acres  results  in  a  25%  cruise,  a 
large  enough  cruise  for  most  pure  stands  of  virgin 
Redwood.  Four  times  through  results  in  a  50%  cruise, 
which  is  adequate  for  fairly  dense  stands  of  mixed 
conifers  and  the  size  cruise  most  commonly  used  in 
the  Redwood  region.  Eight  times  through  results  in 
a  100%  cruise  and  tree  count  most  necessary  where 
timber  is  scattered  and  a  large  number  of  non-timber 
species  are  present. 
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Yea.  Tou  take  a  defect  like  goose  pens  [burned  out  ti^ 
hollows] •  Sometimes  in  redwoods  there  is  something 
like  three  prongs  holding  up  100,000  board  feet.  But 
that  doesn't  make  it  a  cull  tree;  it  lias  got  to  show 
hollow  way  up  into  it  before  there  is  a  big  loss  ia  * 
it  that  we  can't  determine.  _V~-i« 

You  also  note  terrain,  watershed,  sjid  difficulties 
that  might  be  encountered  in  carrying  out  timber, 
don't  you?  -*».v  '  -r-^* 

Well,  that  section  map  of  these  counties  that  I  showed 
you  was  made  up,  as  I  \mder stand  it,  pretty  largely 
by  the  Belcher  Abstract  and  Title  Company  in  Eureka  " 
from  Percy's  cruise  sheets. 

Yeah,  Curry  and  I  turned  all  our  sheets  over  to  them. 
Their  little  man,  little  Joe  Tracy,  would  3ust  get  all 
our  maps  and  find  where  I  put  down  the  government 
comers,  then  he  would  Just  get  his  machines  and  go 
through  his  maps  and  maybe  he'd  find  them  off  by 
quite  a  lot  sometimes. 

The  United  States  Geologic  Survey  has  made  new  maps 
by  aerial  photo  methods.  Have  you  ever  checked  your 
maps  with  these  new  ones? 

I  checked  one  the  other  day.  They  never  hit  it  exactly, 
The  one  there  on  Bull  Creek  where  it  goes  up  to  the 
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first  section  line  about  a  mile  from  the  mouth,  their 
line  was  off  I  don't  know  how  many  feet.  They  didn't 
hit  it,  but  for  fill  pr^Qti^f^  purposes  it  is  all 
right.  Then  I  found  a  place  where  they  was  off  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  up  on  the  ridge  above  Bull  Creek, 
But  we  haven't  got  to  that  —  it's  none  of  my  busi- 
ness yet.  i'K 
Then  .do  I  understand  that  your  cruise  sheets  and  plats 
are  probably  more  accurate  than  the  new  maps? 
Yes,  they  would  be  to  check  the  government  work.   i 
For  detail  of  topography. 

Tes.   See,  they'd  have  to  spend  thousands  of  dollars 
to  get  that  degree  of  accuracy  and  get  it  all 
straightened  out. 

Yes,  You  did  it  on  the  ground?  they  just  fly  over 
it  and  have  a  clerk  in  the  office  plot  it  out.  You 
are  on  the  gro\md  and  make  your  maps  while  you  are  i 
there*  -« 

Our  maps  were  made  according  to  government  field  notes. 
Actually  then,  I  guess  these  U,S.©.S,  Surveys  should 
be  checked  on  the  land  before  any  purchases  are  made. 
f«ll,  they  don't  go  into  enough  detail.  These  av«. -.^^ 
only  100-foot  contours,  aren't  they,  Percy? 
Yes.  4i4n»t  ha-TPi 
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Dmiryr    Ton  ean*t  get  muoh  detail  in  thatj  jovl   need  a  larger 
scale.  I  think  these  cruise  sheets  of  yours  will 

become  increasingly  valuable* 

•  ft 

Prench:   Well,  some  of  them  I've  lost  track  of,  and  I've 
destroyed  some  of  my  notes,  too. 

Itruryi    I  have  two  of  these  Morooco-bound  volumes  of  the 

1930  eruises  of  the  Pacific  Lumber  Company,  and  I'm 
going  to  put  one  of  them  in  the  Bancroft  Library,  I 
think,  and  the  other  one  I'm  going  to  turn  over  to 
the  park  supervisor  in  Humboldt  redwoods;  although  I 
do  that  with  great  misgivijigs  because  of  what  has 
happened  to  other  old  records. 

Frenchi   The  ones  that  got  destroyed  there,  Newton,  I  think 
was  due  to  that  flood  in  1955.  Due  to  the  cutting 
on  those  ridges  and  the  debris  blocking  the  river, 
it  let  the  water  come  up  into  the  supervisor's  house 
for  a  few  hours  and  took  everything  out  and  destroyed 
it  —  all  the  records.  He  couldn't  get  them  out  in 
time. 

^taruryt    That  shows  the  value  of  historical  projects  like  this, 
and  of  repositories  like  the  University  Library  and 
the  Bancroft  Library.  In  other  words,  valuable  records 
should  be  kept  right  where  people  are  competent  and 
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have  the  right  kind  of  storage  places.  We  didn't  have 
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Druryi    it  there;  we  had  frame  buildings  that  were  just  swept 
away.  -^  —  "■*«**•  iWng^*'      -■—  '  ^  "^  '         Tiaa, 

French:   I  keep  the  notes  I  made  myself  in  the  woods,  like 
this  ©reek  here  on  this  plat. 

Drurys    When  some  of  these  timber  cruisers  from  the  East  came 
out  here  they  sometimes  had  great  difficulty  in  arriv- 
ing at  acciirate  figures,  didn't  they? 
Tes,  That's  what  I  told  Henry  Sage  when  he  was  here 
that  time  he  came  out  to  check  on  my  cruise.  I  said, 
"Some  of  your  men  don't  understand  this  redwood. 
Curry's  here  and  I'm  here  and  maybe  we  don't  either 
but  we're  trying  to  figure  it  out  now."  He  said, 
"Well,  you  certainly  have  figured  it  out.  You  cost 
us  a  million  dollars  when  you  recruised  that  area, " 
-,^jt    Or  I  think  it  was  $780,000  and  he  called  it  a  million 
to  make  it  even;  that  was  hew  much  he  paid  that  he 
,t    shouldn't  have,  because  that  first  cruise  was  too  high. 
So  he  just  took  that  loss  and  put  it  back  to  sell  it, 
which  they  eventually  did;  they  have  now. 

Druryx    When  Ourry  worked  with  you  I  suppose  your  cruises  and 
his  were  more  or  less  interchangeable,  weren't  they?  1 

French:   I  think  they  were  to  a  certain  extent.  When  one  of  us 
wasn't  busy  we'd  go  with  the  other  one;  we  worked  to- 
gether.       %<,     M^  ^H«^'  O  . 
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Ciirry  was  from  the  East,  wasn't  he?  t 

Yes,  he  was  their  [Sage's]  man  from  Hale,  Michigan, 
on  the  Great  Lakes  where  Sage  owned  thousands  of 
acres. 

How  TBftny"thfi\isands  of  acres  do  you  think  you've  ">?*'♦«• 
cruised  over  the  40-odd  years  that  you've  heen  do- 
ing this? 

I've  been" checking  pretty  close  lately,  and  I  guess 
nearly  a  million  acres. 

Tou*ve  gone  over  and  estimated  the  timber  on  a 
million  acres? 

I  figure  it's  pretty  close  to  that;  I  want  to  go  over 
my  notes  and  check  that  up.  That's  two-run  cruises, 
four -run  cruises,  and  tree  counts. 
How  many  trees  to  the  acre? 
Well,  they  run  from  10  to  35  or  40.    *  •^'^ 
Probably  25  to  35  million  trees  that  have  had  the 
ministrations  of  Percy  French.  [Laughter] 
^'^*^'  Well,  Mrs,  Fry,  I  wanted  us  to  have  some  record 
of  Mr.  French's  experiences  in  cruising  timber  because 
the  Save-the -Redwoods  League  for  over  40  years  has  had 
complete  confidence  in  his  cruises,  and  the  lumber 
companies  and  timber  speculators  pretty  generally 
were  willing  to  either  buy  or  sell  on  his  cruises. 
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That's  right.  I  neTer  had  any  pcu»ticular  question 
on  my  work.  Sometimes  my  cruise  of  timber  would  not    ' 
oh«ok  to  other  cruisers,  which  would  call  for  a  re- 
check  cruise  by  the  crulaers.  Once  Sage  Iiimher  Company 
come  to  me  and  said  they  wanted  to  sell  that  land 
aOJ^ffs'^tlW  river  from  Weott  of  about  a  thousand  acres. 
He  said,  "You've  got  a  certain  cruise  there  of  so 
many  million  board  feet  and  the  buyers  claim  you  are 
10  to  12  per  cent  too  high."  '        ^.^..  ..^^^   "Xny 
c    I  laughed  and  I  said,  "Is  that  so,  Mr.  Holter?" 
«    He  said,  "Yeah.  Don't  you  think  you  could- 
knock  that  down  10  per  cent?" 

I  said,  "What  do  you  mean,  just  take  the  cruise 
and  knock  it  off  10  per  cent?  1*11  tell  you,  Mr* 
Holter,  if  they  say  I'm  so  high,  where  is  their  check 
on  it?  You  get  their  cruise  and  show  it  to  me,  then 
let's  get  their  cruiser  and  we'll  go  out  and  check  it 
together. " 

But  they  nerar   sent  anybody  out  and  they  paid 
for  the  entire  stumpage  on  my  cruise.  Holter  told  me 
afterwards  they  probably  could  have  got  more.  [Laughter] 
Was  the  cruise  on  the  Pacific  Lumber  Company  lands 
arotmd  Bull  Creek  in  dispute  about  1950? 
No,  this  cruise  that  I  have  here  was  made  as  a  check 
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Drury:    between  Pacific  Lumber  Company  and  the  Save-the-Redwoods 
League  to  verify  or  pass  upon  a  cruise  made  by  Mr. 
Herman  Gutsch.   When  our  negotiations  reached  that 
point.  Pacific  Lumber  said,  "This  cruise  of  H.A.  Gutsch 
will  have  to  be  increased  40  per  cent,  which  will  give 
J     you  the  amount  of  stumpage." 

to    Of  course.  Dr.  Merriam,  who  was  a  scientist  and 
was  accustomed  to  precision  in  measurements,  said,  "Any 
cruise  that  has  to  be  increased  40  per  cent  isn't  a 
cruise."  And  that's  how  we  got  Percy  into  this. 
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BULL  CREEK  FLAT  PROTECTION 

Flood  of  1955    ,,..  .  ij,  f^ 

Next  is  the  Bull  Creek  discussion,  if  Mrs.  Fry  wants 
to  move  on  to  that* 

We  have  had,  as  you  know,  this  critical  flood 
on  Bull  Creek  where  we  lost  about  55  acres  of  land  in 
the  flats  and  about  550  trees,  some  of  them  eight  or 
ten  feet  in  diameter.  We  figured,  Percy,  that  the 
market  value  of  the  trees  that  were  lost,  whatever 
the  cause  of  it  was,  would  run  well  over  half  a 
nlllion  dollars. 

The  question  before  us  is,  What  causes  this 
severe  erosion  and  what  is  the  best  corrective  measure 
to  use? 
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Pr«no]i:   Now,  I  ain't  accurate  enough  yet  to  draw  any  firm 

oonolusiona;  I  only  took  my  own  work  and  records  I'd 
made  in  the  past  and  then  went  "back  to  Bull  Creek  and 
spotted  It  out  —  noticed  the  same  spots  to  see  how 
th«y  had  changed  since  the  1955  floods  —  and  made  a 
rough  estimate  of  changes  in  the  Bull  Creek  channel 
through  the  park,  from  about  Section  30  down  to  the 
Sel  River •  The   channel  banks  haven't  eroded  more  than 
15  to  25  per  cent  of  where  they  were  before  the  flood, 
and  the  rest  of  it  has  moved  only  slightly  in  place. 
The  balance  is  the  same  as  it  was  in  past  years.  I 
think  you  said  55  acres  were  lost,  but,  by  golly,  I 
tlgvaced.   it  all  up  and  I  figure  it  might  be  five  or   ^"t. 
six  acres  lost  at  the  most,  but  I  don't  want  to  make 
it  public  yet  because  I'lSi  have  to  go  out  there  and 

measure.  I  oan't  just  walk  up  there  and  tell  by  look- 
ing at  it  like  I  can  a  redwood  tree.  But  I  know  that 
■channel  is  intact  the  way  it  was  in  the  thirties,  and 
in  1951  when  I  left  the  park. 
iacvrjt         Here  is  a  photograph  of  Bull  Creek  taken  in  the 

twenties,  I'm  not  trying  to  argue  with  you  on  this, 
but  this  is  another  photograph  of  a  similar  area  at 
the  same  point  taken  after  the  1955  flood.  Now,  can 
you  possibly  contend  that  there  has  not  been  any  mater- 
ial destruction?   „.  ■,  ,  ,  ttfiis  .-, 
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■nil  XOB  \mib  od   tor,  ti^uono  ©tsowooB  t*cLtti  I  ,w»W 

ft* I  9bicovi  bits  :rfiov    iiv/o     ..  :.ocJ  y^^'^o  I   j Bxtoinuloxs©© 

fir  xO  Hue  ot  afOBcf  tnew  nerft  I)Cb  taeq  arit  flJfc  •!«■ 

wa  oi^  R^oqo  sraee  exi*  fieoJ:*oxx  —  two  &1  Sftfoqm 

.6  a^.cT'  bur.  --  afcooll  55^1  »rit  soxilt   Lg&Jtaarlo  feci!  x^il# 

XsjajOBrfo  iesiO  IXuC  srit  nl  t  j  lo  0*sffiit»«  ife^oi 

add-  ot  flwc?>  0?  no.ttoe?!  twoffs  ctot'^    t'^'os^l  »^*  .«t'^fro^ii# 

/UiXlrf"  9tosa   '-■  t'ac7uii  'j,-ixu>u   laiixi&co  sdT     .ibyxa  X*S 

,5ooJnt  8£id-  ei:ol©tf  3a«w  ■\6i.ii*  trajlw  lo  *;:•©  afiq  5S  o^  gl 

.eoBig  nJ:  Y,Ii"xis±Xr.  yino   brvoni  5nff  tX  lo  tool  erfrf"  brt3 

I      .r/  acq  nx   a*.w  Ji  sf;  ar  :     -  ';?•  aX  oonfiisC   ftCi'X 

I   i"\cXXoj^  -^jcf   «tutf   ,d*BoX  Slew  bptjw  25  IjIbs  wo^  alxxXxI* 

10  ovll  »<f  tffsXin  tX  uiit^il  I  6li6  qw  XXb  tl   btrargl* 

D2{i:.ra  cd-  *flcw  t'noij  I  ;)otf   ,d"EOCi  &rit  *e  i-aoX  eeio/^.  zXa 

line  9i^iit  tito  o-^.  oy  9W«i  ifiX'I  oni/GOfd  #i»x  oXXcfi/q  tl 

-icoX  "^ctf  XXet  Jbfii  aiaiit  qu  aUJiw  tar/J  t'jwo  I  .9*am8fi« 
tciid-  wou:I  I  tjjS  •es'xt  5oowib«r[  a  luo  X  eXXX  ti  t«  gJLt 
1)113   ,eeXtaX/!d-  8i:t  flX  a£w  tX  -ya**  sdt  toatxii  eX  XofiOBrio 

.2lrKiq  &/  X  I  xJ^dw  X5€X  ni 

Dilt  [fit  Jtcs-xO  liiA  lo  £i.      ,  "oriq  a  «i  8%«E 

,sXiit  no  wox  Attn  ^ir^i       ^        '':it  ton  in»I     .a«ltc»wt 

tfl  B01B  oBlXiiiXe  3  lo  .  loritojae  eX  aXilt  torf 

iMSO    ,v/0V<      .fcOOXl    e^W   Mft   'Sttli,     -,^  t    tfliOf  Mm*   »j1# 

■'  ton  aad  erseilt  t^:ilt  bnetxaoo  ^^ifiaaof  IPB\ 

?aoltoirxtB»Jb  XbX 
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Pp«nohj   That's  juat  like  they  out  a  highway  through  Prairie 
Creek  redwoods  one  time  for  a  50-foot  road,  and 
everybody  come  alone  and  said  it'd  ruined  and  altered 
the  forest  there,  I  hadn't  had  too  much  experience, 
but  I  told  them,  "But  wait  till  that  heals  over  and 
grows  together."  And  now  what's  Prairie  Creek? 
It's  considered  one  of  the  prettiest  roads  in  the 
redwood  belt,  where  they  said  it  was  altered.  Well, 
the  reason  it  looked  so  open  is  the  same  thing  that 
makes  Bull  Creek  look  so  different j  all  the  limbs 
were  taken  out  and  it  just  left  the  trees  straight 
up  and  down  with  nothing  left.  I  ean  show  you  a  picture 
b4»  two  that  gives  ymi  an  idea  of  what  I'm  talking  about. 
See  how  narrow  Bull  Creek  looks  there?  But  it's  just 
aa  wide  then  as  it  is  today •» 


— .-♦ 


♦The  sharp  gusts  of  wind  blowing  intermittently  down 
the  creek  channel  broke  off  the  extended  limbs  facing 
the  channel.  Then  due  to  the  years  of  logging  opera- 
tions on  the  Bull  Creek  watershed  above  the  park  boimdaryt 
logging  debris  accumulation  was  washed  down  the  channel 
from  the  barren  slopes  by  several  hours  of  heavy  rain  — 
which  hadn't  happened  in  this  locality  for  many  years. 
Log  jams  formed  along  the  creek,  and  with  the  quickly 
rising  waters,  all  started  down  the  creek  gathering  more 
debris  along  the  route,  even  taking  the  Bull  River 
Lumber  Company's  log  deck.  This  formed  a  huge  dam  at 
the  upper  Bull  Creek  Bridge  and  this  bridge  broke, 


•JmJLsiH.  ttBtKtiii:^  ^bmMs^  a  tm  ^c^djt  mttt  taut  s^ 

htm  tbaa  d-ecl-O^  a  lol  •MUt  •xtc  ttJboowbei  :2£0e^ 

(  :9  dmim  oot  bod.  ;^*abBCl  I     ••^»d#  tM'MA  vltt^ 

tew  aavo  aX«M»d  tmAt  llXt  iiew  ttM"   ^mM  blot  I  tii^ 

T3i»«<xO  si'iiBn^;  9*tmttii  mca  bak     **.TtJ>i|i#  •vom 

t .;;;}    M/n'.d#  «»!«  9sit  si  nego  oe  ^aslool  it  no&aerx  9^C;^ 

:. ...±I  9rit  XXa   j^fJwrwltJtft  OP-  jfoaX  :rf»BrO  ZlnS  efioUm 

#jd|k(B'Xt«  B«»x^  BA^i-  tJ.9l  teal   ix.  i»iu 

ei/nToiq  e  jL/oy  woria  odo  I     *tt»l  j^aidtca  tlttw  MM*  toi  qu 

•  ttfocfA  af  *^^*  iu*I  tt-atfw  )o  asM  mb  jih^  aaT^  tJMLi  omt  va 

toift  e » !^i  *jjfl     ?oio/l;f  bMooI  sEaaiO  Iluft  woTiiSii  wod  adk 

«.^ftct  si  t±  Bfi  xxexlt  9htw  as 
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-isieco  :            I  lo  ai:»«»T{;  &iit  ot  t«fc  ne.  .laria  »dt 

nifocT  sltsq  exit  eTocls  baxiaiia^aw  isaiO  Huts,  aat  xso  acwlt 

;;t  awt>£>  bttjie^w  »»w  as)l  l^b  i^fits&Ql 

—  also;  \yBad  lo  Biwoxf  IsiaT*©  \.J     .    oIb  ii»i"u;<f  adt  bot:! 

XlsToJtup  exit  £ftiw  b£U3   (laaio  sxit  :^noiJo  il  aast  3|02 

attoc  HCttiacC^s?)  ^010  ssit  tmob  botiBvvi  LIb   ,  itt 

•t«v±>T  I                                 iiavo    ,8*tfcT:  Jil*  ^ijcioi.             o  > 

,9ioi(f  aaJbltuf  Bi    . 
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Druryi    Here  is  a  picture  of  some  of  the  destruction  of  the 

1955  flood;  surely  you  can't  contend  that  no  acreage 

was  lost  at  that  point  along  the  creek. 
Jrencht   Wsll,  I  know,  hut  you  can  take  30  feet  off  that  creek 

for  a  quarter  of  a  mile  and  how  much  would  you  lose? 

A  couple  of  acres  at  the  most. 
Druryt    Well,  you're  the  computer. 
Prenoht   That's  all  there  would  be  to  it;  33  feet  for  a  quarter 

of  a  mile  is  an  acre. 
Druryr    Then  it's  your  opinion  that  the  loss  of  acreage  at 

Bull  Creek  Flat  has  "been  exaggerated. 
Trench;   Well,  I  want  to  take  two  or  three  days  and  measure  it 

out,  and  if  I  was  doing  it  for  you  I'd  do  that  because 

I've  got  all  my  old  marks  there. 
?ry:      You  actually  marked  the  trees,  you  mean? 
French:   Well,  I  cut  them  off,  because  we  had  to  cut  some. 

Look  at  this  picture. 


•(continuing  from  p.  29)  releasing  the  log  jam  and 
debris  which  spread  out  on  Bull  Creek  channel  and 
took  all  the  smaller  trees  such  as  alder  dogwood, 
tan  oaks,  small  fir,  and  shrubbery  such  as  huckle- 
berry, etc.   It  left  the  wide  channel  appearing 
quite  barren  after  the  flood,  but  the  new  growth  is 
coming  in  already,  and  in  a  few  years  it  will  be 
back  to  normal.  £.P.  French. 
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lie  teol  05  9;>IJtJ*  iiso  wotj  *Mrf   ,» 

,^BOt-   a/iv    S'  ■::-  ■;   lo   »..;■  :;:.o  *«, 

«MK>«  too  0.    _..    .  jiiiiottf   ,t_-   ^-  -     ci-iro   I   ,Il9W 


fias  mE(;  y,oX  9tl?  ^-frt^--r*,-j  (ps   ,qj  asci^  yx-tw^Jt^'w)* 
fcflfl  X»JE«ia/?o  r's.    :  ao  tBO   tB»^qr«  rfoif<w  tinrfsi 

'- oJb  tftb-Li:.  a«  .  L        a»*T;^  i^XX'-iEe  •ri^  XXjb  iooi 

•JL  rftwo'i^  «v-  »^i*  ^i^   .fiool'    e-  •■  tetla  afiind  9&iup 
»tf  XXXw  ^1  ai—  -"*  i^  i  :    ;  :     , xMf xXe  al  ^lUaroo 
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Same  place  in  Bull  Creek,  June  1963 


Mr.  French  notes,  "You  will  note  there  is  very 
little  change,  if  any,  in  the  width  of  the  Bull 
Creek  channel  at  this  spot  and  this  is  true  the 
entire  length  of  Bull  Creek.   I  find  two  or 
three  places  where  the  creek  banks  were  washed 
away  where  jams  gathered." 
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Before,    and... 
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--46.^'^^ 
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tbULL  CREEK  1959 
...  After  the  denudation  at  watershed  and  the  flood  of  1955 
(picture  from  California  Division  of  Beaches  and  Parks) 
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Druryj    Where  did  those  downed  logs  come  from?  This  was  taken 
in  the  thirties?  -lAw**  Jjkj.^*..  -"-^'^  '  •  * 

French:   Yes,  1955  to  *40.  The  logs  came  from  upstream  where 
they  were  logging. 

Drury:    Were  they  logging  in  1955? 

Prenchi   Oh,  yes,  men  had  "been  splitting  in  there  for  several 
years,  and  maybe  some  of  this  came  from  the  upper  end 
th«re  because  they'd  logged  in  there  for  the  last 
thirty  years,  up  above  the  parks  for  four  or  five 
miles,  -ts?  r  '     __ 

Druryt    You  mean  that  opening  for  Bull  Creek  Village  was  once 
a  heavy  forest? 

Frenchi   Well,  part  of  it  was,  yes,  and  they  want  a  big  price 
right  now  for  the  timber  that's  still  on  it. 

Druryt    W«ll,  nobody  contends  that  there  hasn't  been  erosion 
before  this. 

French I   Now,  they  don't  realize  that  those  wide  spots  were  al- 
ready 1i]29r«.  I've  been  there  every  day  for  the  last 
forty  years I  I  know  it  just  like  my  back  yard. 


Causes  of  Erosion  -  Should  They  Be  Corrected? 


Druryj    Percy,  you  read  this  report  on  the  protection  of 

Bull  Creek  Flat  by  the  Division  of  Soil  Conservation 
of  the  State  of  California.  Do  you  care  to  make  any 
comment  on  it? 
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fwmlt^hii  9dt  tit 
•ledw  fflsentBCfir  noil  bu&o  a^oX  ftif^     .0-^*  ot  ^C^I  ,8«7 

?5CCX  fil  siUasoX  Tjedt  eti»W 
XB<X0Toa  aol  xdj^JLXqa  b»W  Am!  ma  «mx  ,/iO 

tmBl  9iit  lol  eiBdt  iti  fe»HSoX  b*\e£^  •eosovcf  eiBrft 

•  QsXiXtC 

•aAO  -^wbXIIT  liftBtcO  XIiiS  ^ol  ^Jjisqo  ;fiajc(^  ixaBst  jyoY 

•olmi  s-M  «  ^OBW  ^9^^  '  tl  lo  tXBq  «XX«ff 

,tl  «o  ntf  ii'tJ!ui^  i;^  lol  von  td^ix 

jsoxooifi  rteecT  t*aB4M(  sied^  tisif-.^  8&ne;)-aoo  ^Jk>c(on  iXXbV 

.clit  B^iolotf 

-k„  . ,    ...rj.  ^^^  ^j^  -^pieve  •n©ri^  : '  nv*l     .b%mI#  tb«»% 

.bi;  cr  y;h  si-lX  ^fau^  tx  V7cnj>{  I   t««a(rc  ■^^'^^ol 

flol;^£^n*8tao0  X±oQ  ^o  iS«l«JhrJff  mC^  X^  tsX'i  ^ieoTU  XXafl 
\;.f  t  9i«o  uox  oOt     .jaXr.'xotil;  0  lo  ei'a;fE  ed*  lo 
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Prtnoh:   No,  not  too  muoh.  Part  of  it  is  all  right.  This 
flood  prohahly  wouldn't  happen  again  in  a  thousand 
years,  hecause  it's  been  here  a  thousand  years  and 

Oh 

It  never  happened  before.  How,  here  is  what  they 
JBay,  and  I  agree  with  them  a  hundred  per  cent.  Why 
did  it  happen?  Because  in  September  1955  there  was 
a  fire  up  there  that  brought  everjrthing  down  as  flat 
as  this  floor.  Then  they  started  logging  the  trees 
and  they  did  it  with  cats  [caterpillar  tractors]  up 
and  down  the  hills  and  made  regular  channels  right  up 
"^y*    next  to  the  fire  area;  then  come  the  rain,  and 

instead  of  it  being  retarded  as  it  came  down  the  hill- 
Bide'  by  the  little  green  stuff  like  you  see  there  now 
(the  same  rain  today  wouldn't  be  half  the  race),  it 
just  raced  down  the  hill  to  the  creek  and  everything 
was  washed  out  like  a  tide, 

Druryt    There  haven't  been  many  fir  trees  growing  back  on 

the  slopes  of  Panther  Creek  or  Cuneo  Creek,  or  those 
other  creeks  that  drain  into  Bull  Creek. 

Prenoht   Wt  was  up  there  and  the  slopes  show  a  good  start  of 
all  the  trees  and  shrubbeiy that  grew  there  before. 

Druryi    I  was  up  there  less  than  a  month  ago  and  I  saw  nary 
a  fir  —  mostly  tan  oak. 

Preneht   Don't  matter  what  'tis;  long  as  it  has  roots  and  it 
grows,  it'll  hold  that  soil. 
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Bldf     ,fd%i^  If  a   al  il  !lo  *f«*C     tsfomi  oo*  ton  ,ol 

basBiis  c.i  ataxia  aoqqAd  t^ahlaem  xi<''^o^9  bcoH 

baa  aite-^  hnstuftdt  b  9fd  aa^i  %^ti  ^€usi094  (8'Xfitt 

X«tit  *fiiiw  ex  a-xaa   ,»roVi     ••itcl«tf  A»ii*qqBiMltfftir'^i 

.;^n90  -xtq  f>eT£a0r(  a  fl»Kt  dtJrw  •fti;^  I  toe   ,i(«« 

:        S%9£it  ^^1  'S»tflW#«»8  Al  •mm»9ti     fll*^^^  tt  blh 

tBlIt  SB  awhf)       '  "  ■    r©  ^i!^,uortrf  #««?#  ilirff  «jif  »ill  * 

ac9i*'  9rft  a:  t'TSte  x^tlt  C9krit     .■xocll  eiiilt  «fi 

q_u  'ciotos-<i&  i«II±<ri:«teo  j  atso  dd-lw  &t  bib  \9tlt  baa 

qts  td-^ii  eluatmdo  iBl'j^,Gt  stuui  bma  sXIJtrf  sdt  snrf>b  bM 

bD£  ^siisi  etit  snoa  n&jit  }««xb  •%tl  •tit  oi  tx«fi 

•IIjLl:  »jii  amcb  oxneo  tl  bb  bebiatet  gxiitcf  ;M  to  fts^teoi 

von  ©T&rit  966   tro-^  ss^iX  I'trte  isssig  ♦It#±X  ari*  'Vitf  9bte 

ti   ,(90JKn  ©rf#  llfljd  stf  i-*xil)Xwow  x*^^  ^t^*  •*»■  •^*) 

'  ';tXTOir«f  ftn::j  iioerttr  »ff*  o^  IIM  •ri*  flwob  fe««»i  ttirt 

no  :^«iif  aiLbi<i«i'  t»rx#  ill  9bem  em4  t^avrad  mmM 

.jfsciO  XXjrg  otRi  alBtb  ti-dt  aiaeno  i«lito 

.stolacT  ai9df  we-xg  laxid^-  iito  tea  Be^x^t  ©xU"  iXa 

I  «Mt  X  brM  05s  xitJLca  «  muit  imaX  •'CMtt  q«  mv  I 

.3[fio  oat  i^teos  «-  ill  b 
il  y  oon  aarf  fl  a«  ^^oX  jait*   t»rfw  le^rt-^o  S-'ttod 

.X^oa  ;)-acft  Mod  XX 'tl   ,BroiiB 
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Druryt    Then  you  feel  fairly  siire  that  nature  is  healing  the 
Bears*   <*  „        1.  „>»»._  ^, „  ■  •  \~J£M^ 

Prenohi   [laughing]  Well,  I  just  can't  get  away  from  it, 

Newton.  If  I  could  tell  you  all  the  different  times 
X'y^  seen  it  happen  I'd  be  talking  all  night.  There 
was  Albee  Creek,  Mill  Creek,  Squaw  Creek,  and  all 
those  creeks  where  they  logged  that  flow  into  Bull 
Creek,  and  it  all  happened  the  same  wayi  They  had 
a  fire  and  all  the  timber  had  been  cut  above  it  and 
the  water  oome  down  with  nothing  to  stop  it,       . 

Druryi    W«ll,  everybody  respects  your  opinion  on  these 

things,  Percy,  and  I  do  particularly.  There  are  two 
things,  however,  that  make  some  juat^fio^'|ion  tor 
the  misgivings.  Men  like  Dr.  Lowdermilk,  for  instance, 
go  up  to  Cuneo  Greek  and  see  a  50-foot  wall  of  gravel 
and  debris  of  the  type  of  soil  that  in  a  heavy  rain 
will  just  melt  away  and  roll  down  the  tributary 
©reeks.  This  in  turn  tends  to  raise  the  water  level 
to  a  point  where  more  trees  along  the  Bull  Creek  will 
be  undercut. 

Pry:      Have  gravel  and  debris  from  above  alw^s  oome  down  to 
raise  the  level  of  the  creek  bed? 

Prenchi   Hot  as  heavy  as  this,  no. 

Druryi    This  is  the  only  time  something  like  this  has  happened. 
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^^.  ^.    .  :..;.i9l:lii)   ffiii"   XJj8  jtfo^  it*;*'    fclwoo    I   !tl      .rnrrwiW 

Xi^^  w».  ^   ..vI'J:  t£4t  fk»g|^I  \9£L#  AtMlw  •:£»•%•  tBOii;^ 

btui  ■y^si'2     i\fiv  eacBa  s/Ci*  Ik  it  baa  ,3(ftdrzO 

i^xtc  i'l  BYodB  d'tfo  n9«>(f  iMEui  ■.  »jit  ll&  Jbw  ext^.  b 

.;^i:  Qx^B  o;^  ::^uii;t'o<i  di±v  anob  vros  TSifor  »dt 

,90eUi#B<tX    XCl    ,>tIJ  L>il    .Ttt   Kill    fl»M       .  S^ji'  ffl    »£i^ 

Xsi(^ts^  lo  XXi'.v:  -J-c  n'i.Oc'  B  t^A  &r£B  ilafttO  oaiBiO  et  eru  o^ 

\rLitU(iln^   djd*  iwoA  i  •  t£»m  iQul,   IXiw 

XetBl  19 d-^.  -  ...  J -t  o:^  u.-i..  >;  a*tir*  Hi  eli^  .s:C«^j(o 

IXlw  jieenO  XIu*t  ajdi"  aiioXa  wi*"!*  »uofii  sieiiw  ^i-ioq  »  o& 

.  .  ©cf 

•  d    A^r.o6  MRuo  c.  <,<,..!...  jivode  nD^l  eX'Xcf»6  ba&  X«tb^  •V9H 

?l>iKi  i^jaei*  6fl^  Ic  XtveX  oii^  •el«'x 

•  oxt  ,e±it^  a«  xT*^  1^  ^^^ 

,bt>n9q%ad  &rA  Btdt  Q^tl  ^tiJULi^moe  oc±^  %XiK>  eil^  aX  tXilT 
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_rr«noht  "^90 f   we'll  say  the  only  tiisif  ,ixi  iwndreds  of  years, 

'because  it  Is  Just  the  same  as  it  was  in  1890.  Take 
the  time  I  had  my  tools  and  everything  and  a  crew  of  f 
men  on  Greenlaw  Bluff,  which  was  pretty  near  half  a 
milt  long  and  covered  with  fir  from  one  side  to  the 
other.  It's  a  wonder  I'm  here.  One  morning  at  eight 
©•clock,  no  rain  or  anything,  a  slide  started  and 
went  down  to  the  river  and  it  moved  Eel  River  over  on 
,yyi    what  is  known  as  Camp  Pive  Plat,  another  flat  just 

like  Bull  Creek  Plat,  and  it  run  through  there  for  a 
week  or  two  because  it  took  that  long  for  the  erosion 
to  gtt  out  of  there.  The  river  was  high,  too.  But 
now  you  oouldn't  find  any  damage.  In  time  it  heals 
over  and  that's  all  there  is  to  it. 

Druryi    Yovac   point  is  that  the  sedimentation  from  floods  is 

as  necessary  to  the  growth  of  those  trees  as  the  silt 
was  that  came  down  the  Nile  in  ancient  Egypt . 

French:   Well,  ahout  every  ten  years  the  Plat  gets  covered 

over.  One  of  the  largest  floods  we  ever  had,  higher 
than  this  one  in  1955 i  was  on  March  22,  1915.  I 
w.    worked  all  night  to  get  the  people  out  of  houses  at 
Pepperwood. 

Druryi    If  this  was  higher  than  the  1955  flood,  how  much 
damage  was  done  on  Bull  Creek  that  year? 
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ilot  any  more  than  —  Well,  you  say  "damage."  There »d 
19«  a  tree  fall  now  and  then  on  the  bank,  hut  while  one 
tree  falls  on  the  bank,  there 'd  be  eight  or  ten  falling 
on  the  main  Plat,  with  no  flood  waters  at  all,  only* 

"bad  winds.  ''^   '  "'  ^ ""   "    ' 

Trees  fall  every  day,  yes. 

That's  ijust  nature's  way  of  improving  things,  if  you 
want  to  really  get  at  the  truth  of  it. 
There's  no  question  about  that. 
I  was  interested  when  you  mentioned  Canoe  Creek, 
There's  a  creek  that's  been  in  its  natural  state  for 
a  thousand  years;  probably  two  or  three  thousand  be- 
cause Ittoblc  -^at  long  for  the  crop  of  trees  that's 
there  now  to  grow,  and  it  took  another  thousand  before 
that.  I've  showed  it  to  G-arden  Club  members  and  the 
public  hundreds  of  times,  in  its  natural  state,  the  ^' 
mouth  of  it  and  all;  that's  why  I  got  a  little  excited 
when  it  was  threatened.  Oh,  you  could  go  in  there  and 
make  it  a  man-made  thing,  but  it's  been  there  for 
thousands  of  years  and  it'll  stay  another  thousand, 
Mr,  French  is  referring  to  an  incident  where  a  mis- 
guided oat  driver  bulldozed  a  trail  up  Canoe  Creek;  his 
thought  was  that  they  were  going  to  start  to  take  out 
these  downed  logs  that  had  been  thiere  for  a  century  or 
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Lruryj    maylae  several  centuries.  They  are  not  going  to  do  that. 
apou^Tl^V  aee  in  Canoe  Creek  a  good  example  of  the 
sta'bility  of  a  watershed  when  you  own  and  protect  prac- 
tically all  of  it.  Don't  you  think,  Percy,  that  the 
lesson  of  Canoe  Creek,  and  the  minimal  damage  done 
there  in  the  1955  flood,  tends  to  support  the  idea  that 
this  was  an  ahnorraal  thJbig  on  Bull  Creek  in  1955? 

Prenohi   Well,  these  men  say  that  in  the  report,  "but  if  they 

start  in  now  and  build  those  dams  and  stop  the  sediment 
from  coming  down,  like  it's  suLways  done,  I  can't  see 
that  it  would  work, 

"Don't  you  concede,  thoue;h,  that  this  dehris  and  i^avel, 
rocks  and  all  the  rest  of  it,  are  coming  down  at  an 
accelerated  rate?  I  have  felt  as  you  do,  that  the 
healing  hy  natural  growth  of  the  scars  of  the  cutting 
and  the  fires  will  in  time  establish  an  equilibrium  up 
there.  But  you  wouldn't  recommend,  as  this  report  does, 
that  $7,125,000  be  spent  on  building  a  flood  control  and 
sediment  retention  dam? 

Irench:   No,  because  that's  going  against  nature.  That's  pre- 
T«nting  nature  doing  what's  been  going  on  there  for  a 
thousand  years  or  more  that  made  the  greatest  treei 
in  the  world,  and  I  wouldn't  know  how  to  cope  with 
•that  at  all.  It  would  be  out  of  my  line.  Why  inter- 
fere with  nature  when  she  is  doing  it  and  she  has  done 
It  all  these  years  and  there  ain't  no  reason  to  believe 
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Preiich:       that  she  won't  do  it  from  now  on? 

Prurys    Trouble  is,  you* re  dealing  with  both  nature  and 

human  nature.  [Laughter]  -^'--  ii-^ii  ~» 

frencht   Well,  you'll  haire  trouble  trying  to  handle  either 

Druryx    I  think  we  are  dealing  with  an  abnormality  here,  as 
when  you  have  to  put  in  a  highway  and  you  let  in 
sun  and  light  and  sometimes  moisture.  Tou  have  an 
accelerated  growth  that  gives  you  a  screen  along  the 
highway,  so  you  have  to  clear  it  out  to  get  aoy  views 
at  all.  -  '''-    -'-■      -- 

French:   Yes,  that's  true. 

Druryt    ?or  21  years  you  handled  that  erosion  situation  at 
Bull  Creek,  didn't  you?  How  did  you  handle  it? 

Prenchj   Well,  there  are  certain  things  you  can  do,  that 
anyone  can  do.  It  may  be  something  that  nature 
can't  do,  but  you  have  to.  They  are  doing  a  good 
^ob  there  with  those  cats,  shoving  the  gravel  over 
into  holes  so  the  main  channel  comes  down,  so  that 
as  this  erodes  and  gets  away  and  cleans  out  itself 
it'll  eventually  be  back  where  it  belongs,  and  not 
get  lander  the  roots. 

Druryt    Do  you  think  that's  all  that's  necessary?  What  do 
you  think  of  this  bank  revetment  work? 
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Frenchi   W«ll,  I  thini  if  they  want  to  spend  some  money  I*d 

let  them  do  it.  They  can't  hurt  anything  except  maybe 
the  looks  of  it.  Oh,  there  are  places,  we'll  hare  to 
admit,  where  we'll  say  all  right,  we'll  push  the  gravel 
«9*  What  more  can  you  do? 

?ry»  Are  you  recommending  simply  a  oontinuous  program  of 
grarel  removal? 

French:   In  my  estimation  nature  will  in  time  take  care  of  the 
gravel  in  the  creek  channel. 

Pryi  What  about  the  coincidence  of  these  two  conditions? 
Could  the  burning  over  of  the  watershed  and  the  log 
jam  on  the  creek  happen  again  simultaneously? 

French  I   Well,  the  logs  are  gone  now;  they've  taken  everything 
out  80  the  second  growth  can  come  up,  and  it'll  be 
fifty  years  before  that  timber  is  ready  to  cut. 

Pry I      And  the  really  bad  floods  come  about  how  often? 

French :   About  every  10  or  15  years.  The  ones  I  measured 

were  all   about  the  same.  This  one  in  1955  happened 
to  hit  two  or  three  places  along  the  river  especially. 
One  place  was  down  where  the  boys  had  the  bridges  by 
Lane's  flat.  The  water  raised  there  seven  feet,  and 
the  boys  took  a  record  of  it  and  said  it  was  raising 
six  or  seven  feet  an  hour.  Well,  at  that  rate  how 
many  hours  before  it  would  be  over  the  whole  county? 
I  said,  "Tou're  wrong."  And  I  finally  discovered  that 
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th«  big  bridges  there  were  damming  the  river  with  loga, 

etc.,  and  it  got  clear  up,  and  then  all  at  once  it  all 

went  out.      '*  *" 

At  some  points  in  the  river  there  was  a  much  greater 

water  level  than  at  other  points. 

Yes.  It  wasn't  the  whole  river  coming  up,  uniform. 

That  would  have  been  altogether  different.  That's 

something  else,  and  that  wouldn't  have  been  so  bad 

for  the  trees. 

''  "it's  ii£«  a  windstorm  in  those  flats.  Tou  have 
an   even  steady  wind  and  you'll  see  those  trees  blow 
over  25  to  30  per  cent,  and  it'll  scare  you  to  death. 
But  then  they  spring  back  and  right  themselves.  That's 
a  uniform  wind.  But  just  let  that  wind  stop  a  minute 
and  they  begin  to  jerk.  We  knew  18  trees  to  fall  in 
one  of  our  finest  groves,  right  in  front  of  Burlington's 
Headquarters  in  the  Gould  Grrove.  It  stsirted  up  at 
EiehftrdSon  Grove  and  went  right  on  down  the  line.  My 
contention  is  that  there  ain't  a  redwood  tree  that 
stands  that  under  certain  conditions  won't  fall.  Some 
of  the  finest  trees  we  had,  soimd  and  up  on  the  rise 
where  no  water  could  get  to  them,  they  had  a  wonderful 
slope,  one  morning  I  went  up,  a  tree  was  down. 
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Jbt,   i^enoh,  I  guess  you  know  each  Bull  Creek  tree 

almost  by  name.  Do  you  think  the  loss  per  year  is 

greater  now  than  It  was  in  the  thirties? 

No.  1*11  tell  you,  we  lost  80  trees  —  a  million 

board  feet  --  one  stormy  season  in  the  thirties, 

1953  or  1954,  and  the  boys  who  could  figure  tree 

volume  were  there*  So  I  took  the  diameters  of  those 

trees  that  went  down  and  we  figured  it  all  came  to 

about  a  million  feet.  Then  I  took  what  would  come 

there  in  growth  for  the  next  ten  years,  figuring  an 

inch  and  a  half  would  be  put  on  them,  and  they  figured 

both  ways  that  it  would  come  out  to  about  a  million 

feet  that  would  grow  up  there  in  the  ten  years.   So 

I*d  say  it  is  holding  its  own. 

You  are  speaking  of  large  trees  being  replaced  by 

several  small  trees,  not  considering  the  comparative 

aesthetic  value  of  the  large  trees. 

Well,  of  course  it  is  deplorable  when  you  lose  one 

tree  ten  feet  in  diameter.   Some  of  those  trees  are 

worth  a  thousand  dollars  apiece. 

Tes,  that's  very  true.  The  larger  trees  tend  to  grow 

faster  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  then  they  grow 

very  slow. 
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^[^Z'uryi    i|9  I  understand  It,  your  point  Is  that  eudden  wind- 
fall or  destruction  through  erosion  of  the  big  trees 
is  unavoidable.  It's  part  of  the  natural  process., 

French:   Why,  I*d  like  to  see  if  there *s  any  man  in  the  United 
States  who  could  come  and  hold  some  of  it  up! 


..  i 


Watershed  Control 


Drury:    The  thing  that  we* re  trying  to  determine,  and  that 
Superintendent  Tryner  and  all  the  rest  are  honestly 
trying  to  determine,  is  whether  this  is  an  abnormal 
situation  that  some  temporary  manipulation  can  remedy. 
Maybe  it  isn't.  But  a  final  question t  What  do  you 
think  of  the  acquisition  of  the  entire  Bull  Creek 
watershed?  Don't  you  think  that  would  be  a  good 
thing  from  the  park  standpoint? 

French J   Well,  I'd  have  to  think  that  over  a  little,  I've 

pondered  on  lib  'Wo  or  three  times  because  I  know  of 
places  so  much  finer  and  greater,  .  . 

Drury;    That's  what  my  wife  says* 

Prenoht   The  most  beautiful  park  you  could  buy,  of  that 

description,  would  be  just  this  side  of  Crescent 

City  in  Mill  Creek,  It's  the  heed  of  Mill  Creek  and  ' 

just  beautiful.  And  there  are  a  number  of  other  places. 
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Treneht   The  Bull  Creek  watershed  Is  the  roughest  plaee  lu 
the  world. 

Druryt    I  kaow  it  Is.  I  think  much  of  that  land  will  never 
be  of  any  use  exoept  all  Valuable  watershed ^  That 
level  land  at  Bull  Creek  Village,  of  course,  could  he 
developed  reoreationally  —  perhaps  toi  the  detriment 
of  the  park,  I  don*t  know* 

Prenoht   And  you*ve  got  a  few  acres,  about  500  feet  of  redwood 
growth  on  each  side  of  Bull  Creek  up  at  the  head  of 
it}  that's  pretty  nice  along  there  in  places. 

Drury:    If  you  study  the  ownership  map  of  that  watershed,  you'll 
find  that  there  are  forty  or  fifty  miscellaneous 
owners,  a  considerable  percentage  of  whom  have  filed 
their  intention  of  keeping  the  land  clear,  if  neoea- 
sary  burning  it,  in  order  to  convert  it  from  timber 
land  to  grazing  land.  Now  that's  a  record  from  the 
state  forester's  office.  There  are  fifteen  or  sixteen 
statements,  and  under  the  law  the  state  can't  prevent 
them  from  doing  that.   Apparently  those  people  will 
perpetually  be  trying  vainly  to  create  grazing  land 
there  by  grubbing  and  burning i  Then  there  are  others 
who  are  going  to  re-work  tht  downtd  timber  there.  All 
of  that  will  keep  that  watershed  in  a  constant  state 
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Dniryt    of  turmoil.  You'll  never  get  the  stability  that 
nature  would  ordinarily  give  it,  unless  there  can 
be  control  by  some  one  public  body,  whether  the 
Division  of  Beaches  and  Parks  or  the  Division  of 
Forestry*   I  can't  help  feeling  that  we  should  have 
unified  management  of  that  watershed,  whoever  is  in 
ohargf  of  it.  But  you  can't  have  the  chaos  that 
you  have  there  now  under  such  unstable  conditions. 
(^,,  ,fiow  about  some  of  those  owners  who  contend  that 
they  are  going  to  run  sheep  on  that  land? 

French J   Well,  I  don't  know,  Newton.  The  Pacific  Lumber 

Company  had  10,000  acres  up  near  there  and  they  out 
all  the  timber  and  ran  1500  or  more  head  of  cattle 
there.  And  they  kept  it  burnt  —  they  set  fire 
•very  year  or  two.  But  still  there  is  a  heavy  stand 
of  second  growth  there  today,  across  the  river  from 
Greenlaw  Bluff.  1%   would  pretty  near  scale  out  in 
timber  now  to  as  much  as  Pacific  Lumber  cut  down 
'uryj    there  in  the  early  days  in  old  growth  timber. 

There  is  a  lot  to  what  you  say  about  the  ero- 
sion danger.  But  when  you  are  getting  into  that, 
I'd  have  to  study  it  out.   If  that's  all  they  are 
going  to  do,  just  graze  it,  why  that  might  not  hurt 
any.  There's  been  deer  and  elk  there  for  years. 
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Drviry* 

French: 
Druryi 

Franohi 


Pryt 

Pranoiii 
Druryi 


French J 
Dmryt 

French » 


But  deer  end  elk  don't  periodically  hack  and  bum  the 
land. 

Yes.  But  Pacific  Lumber  used  to  do  it.   ''  ---^  '•  -^ 
W«ll,  that  doesn't  make  me  in  favor  of  it,  if  the 
Pacific  Lxunber  Company  did  it  I  [Laughter] 
Well,  me  neither.  We  always  used  to  get  mad  when  we'd 
sec  them  set  out  the  fires.  I've  got  some  pictures 
of  it. 

Could  the  uses  of  the  watershed  be  regulated  by  the 
Division  of  Forestry? 
Well,  I  don't  know  .  ,  • 

Now,  Percy,  you  know  the  character  of  the  popula- 
tion there.  It's  a  shifting  population.  You  couldn't 
get  any  cohesive  cooperation.  There  is  ttxlk  about 
forming  a  soil  conservation  district;  so  far  as  I  know 
there  has  never   been  one  formed  in  Humboldt  County. 
Those  people  are  the  original  individualists. 
Well,  what  would  a  soil  conservation  district  be  for? 
So  put  in  whatever  works  are  necessary  to  minimize 
erosion  and  to  serve  the  area  below  the  watershed. 
Well,  that  of  coiiTse  gets  out  of  my  line,  I  hope 
they  don't  start  in  doing  something  to  Bull  Creek, 
where  we've  got  the  greatest  forest  in  the  world. 
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French:   See,  I  got  a  little  feeling  against  man.  There  wasn't 
a  tree  out  from  Scotia  on  when  I  first  came  here. 
Everything  that's  happened  there  has  been  done  by- 
man  and  his  little  tomahawks. 

Jim 

low  Bull  Creek  is  settled  down  and  in  the  next 
the  ll.:rht. 
fotir  years  it'll  get  back  a  lot  of  that  growth  and 

it'll  be  Just  the  same  as  it  has  been* 

Try:      If  it's  left  alone,  I  guess  what  we  need  is  a 

guarantee  that  the  watershed  will  not  be  mishandled, 

Prenchs   Well,  I  don't  think  they're  allowed  to  bum.  We  got 
a  law  on  that. 

Druryi    They  can  burn  in  season,  of  course. 

Prenohi   They've  got  to  know  what  they're  doing  if  they  bumj 
they'll  bum  up  the  other  guy's  land,  too, 

I  tell  you  what  I  am  more  afraid  of  now.  I 
cruised  that  Bull  Creek  Plat  in  1930.  Now,  just 
the  other  day  we  went  through  to  find  a  comer  or 
two,  and  to  my  surprise  I  couldn't  crawl  through  it, 
Ihon  I  went  through  it  in  1930  I  could  see  the  ground 
as  clear  as  this  floor.  I'm  going  to  make  a  report 
on  that  to  you  one  of  these  days  soon,  Newton,  after 
I  take  another  look  —  I  don't  want  to  get  too  excited 
yet.  But  if  that  whole  Bull  Creek  basin  is  that  way, 
and  it  ever  caught  on  fire»  nothing  would  stop  it« 
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All  that  luider growth  of  hazel  and  huckleberry  is 
getting  so  thick,  I  don't  see  how  it  could  hurt 
anything  to  cut  a  little  of  it  out. 
That  argument  has  been  waging  since  before  you  and 
I  w«re  young  men.  In  Mendocino  County  there  were 
the  light-burning  people,  and  the  let-nature-alone 
people,  and  the  people  who  wanted  to  pile  the  brush 
and  let  it  disintegrate.  They  are  all  still  arguing 
along  the  same  lines  that  they  did  when  I  first  went 
up  there* 

Well,  it's  been  valuable  to  get  the  benefit  of 
your  thoughts  on  these  problems.  I  wish  we  had 
time  today  to  record  some  of  yoiir  exploits  of  hero- 
ism, too. 
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EARLY  PARK  SUPERIMTENDENCT 


Fryi      Now  oould  w«  go  back  to  about  1922  when  you  began  work- 
ing around  Humboldt  for  the  State  Division  of  Forestry? 

French:   First  I  cruised  Richardson  Grove  for  Solon  Williams, 
who  was  the  head  of  the  Division  of  Forestry;  he  had 
me  cruise  Richardson  Grove  and  Williguns  Grove,   A  few 
years  before,  I  met  Newton  Drury  of  the  Save-tho-Red- 
woods  League* 

Drury:    Yes,  that  was  in  1919.   Dr.  Merriam  was  head  of  the 
Redwoods  League,  and  J,C.  Sperry  was  a  very  active 
director.   He  and  I  and  my  brother  Aubrey  went  up  to 
Ukiah  first  and  met  you  and  E.J.  James  of  the  Sage 
Land  and  Improvement  Company.   I  think  Ed  James  is 
still  up  there  in  Ukiah,  isn't  he? 

French:   E.J.  James  has  passed  on.   His  son  Ed  is  still  in  Ukiah 
but  he  never  worked  in  the  timber. 

Drury:    ¥e  arranged  for  you  to  cruise  the  Sage  timber  which 

made  up  the  bulk  of  the  Humboldt  Redwoods  State  Park. 

Fry:      Did  you  do  anything  except  cruise  at  first,  when  Solon 

Williamjs  was  chief  forester? 

i 
freneh:   Ho.   That's  all  I  did  till  I  went  to  work  for  the 

state  as  superintendent. 
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Fryt     Were  you  hired  on  a  steady  basis  by  the  Sare-the- 
Redwoods  League,  or  were  you  hired  by  the  ^ob? 

Trenohi  X  worked  by  the  day  or  ;;ob,      i**t«  T:s\  mM  tbmj 

Pry I     Tou  weren't  their  full-time  employee,  then? 

frenoht  Only  when  I  had  a  particular  job  to  do  for  them,  '^ 
X  was  cruising  for  others  also.         pi-s-      - 

Pryi     Were  you  an  employee  of  the  state  later  on? 

French t  Yes,  from  May  1931  to  1953.  I  was  district 

superintendent  of  the  northwest  district  of  state 
parks.  Colonel  Charles  B.  Wing  was  chief, 

I  also  served  under  the  Forestry  Board  for  a 
while,  in  1922  and  later.  ««  wv*^ 

Beginning  the  Redwood  Parks  ■■i- 

Fryt  After  you  met  Mr.  Drury  and  when  the  Save-the- 
fiedwoods  League  bought  some  of  these  grores  of 
redwoods  — 

Drury:   We  have  a  tabulation  right  from  the  beginning  of 
the  groves  that  were  p\irchased,  for  instance  by 
the  Save-the-Redwoods  League  and  by  Humboldt  County. 
I'm  surprised  to  find  that  Humboldt  County  put  in 

^_.„-.   Close  to  $100,000  in  the  early  days.  Then  the 

Suss  family  gave  us  a  piece  of  land  on  Prairie  Creek 
and  the  county  bought  the  Roberts  tract  for  $50,000, 
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Druryj   and  so  on  and  so  on.  *• 

The  Forestry  Board  spent  $300,000  to  set  up  th« 
nucleus  of  the  Humboldt  Redwoods  State  Park  and  they 
did  a  very  good  job  of  purchasing  (with  Mr,  French's 
help).  It  was  later  on  that  the  park  commission  was 
established,  I  think  you  were  the  first  park  super- 
intendent under  Colonel  Wing  of  the  State  Park 
Commission  in  1927* 

Prencht  Tee,  for  this  redwood  district, 

Fryi     What  did  that  include? 

Drtxrjt       The  counties  of  Humboldt,  Del  Norte  and  Mendocino, 

Frenchj  Colonel  Wing  was  a  wonderful  old  gentleman;  he  told 
me  what  he  wanted  me  to  do  and  I  said,  "Well,  I*m 
not  capable  of  doing  this.  Colonel  Wing,  This 
takes  an  education," 

"Well,"  he  says,  "we  don't  care  about  that. 
Educate!"  He  said,  "We're  educating  them  down  here 
in  Stanford,  we're  putting  them  out  by  the  dozens, 
and  we  haven't  got  a  man  to  come  up  here  to  tak« 
your  place  in  the  redwood  parks." 

Druryi   You  did  pretty  well.  The  protection  of  these 

properties  was  mostly  worked  out  during  your  21  years, 

French t  Well,  in  A  sense  I  wouldn't  have  gone  to  work  then 
If  it  had  been  anywhere  else,  but  I  thought.  Well, 
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French t  it* 11  just  be  for  a  few  months  and  I*m  just  aa  ^ 
interested  in  saving  them  as  they  are.  So  I  went 

u   to  work  at  it  at  about  half  the  salary  I  could  get, 

but  that  didn't  have  any  bearing  on  it  because  I 
waa  like  my  dad:  he  was  a  great  believer  in  saving 
the  redwoods  and  so  waa  I»   So  I  took  it.  "  -   '^•♦'t» 

Drury:   Now  you  don't  mean  to  say  you  never  cut  down  a  red- 
wood tree,  Mr*  Frenoh*  [Laughter] 

Treneht     Well,  I  tried  to  sliow  a  man  the  other  day  where  I'd 
out  one  down  and  I  couldn't  find  it,  so  they  are 
all  hid  anyway*  But  when  I  was  seventeen  years  old 
—  that  was  way  back  in  the  nineties  —  I  had  to  - 
make  a  little  money  and  so  the  P.L,  Company  [Pacific 
.  ,^  .   Lumber]  (Dad  had  worked  for  them)  said  I  could  go 

out  and  cut  a  tree  if  I  wanted  to,  any  tree  I  could 
find.  So  I  went  out  now  and  then  and  I  suppose  I 
out  eight  or  ten  trees  for  split  lumber.  But  they 
never  missed  them. 

I^naryj   That's  the  same  way  the  farmers  would  go  out  and 
kill  a  chicken;  if  you  needed  a  little  spending 

*^^  money  you'd  cut  down  a  redwood.  [Laughter] 

Prencht  Tea,  I'd  get  $4  a  thousand  for  split  shakes  delivered 
to  the  railroad  and  today  split  shakes  are  worth 
anywhere  from  $60  to  llOO  per  thousand. 
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Ifryt     What  areas  did  the  parks  cover  when  you  started 
as  superintendent? 

Treneht  We  started  with  Bull  Creek,  which  was  about  eight 
thousand  acres,  Richardson  Grove,  Williams  Grove, 
Hickey  Grove,  Whitemore  Grove  and  Patricias  Point; 
and  then  right  after  that  they  got  the  Garden  Club 
of  America  Groves  and  Prairie  Creek,  which  was  six 
or  eight  thousand  acres,  and  then  I  think  the  League 
bought  the  piece  in  Bel  Norte,  7,000  acres.  It  ran 
up  pretty  fast  to  30  or  40  thousand  acres.  Clifford 
Allen  was  telling  me  the  other  day  we  had  60,000 
acres  of  redwoods  when  I  left  in  1953 t  and  they've 
bought  some  since. 

Druryj   There  are  now  86,254  acres  in  all  of  the  redwood 

parks,  but  that  includes  south  of  San  Francisco  in 
Big  Basin,  Butano,  and  Portola  parks.  Up  in  your 
district  it's  about  62,000  acres. 

Protection.  On  the  Spot 

Pry I     You  were  charged  with  the  total  protection  of  this? 
French :  Yes. 

Pry J     When  you  first  started,  what  sort  of  protection  did 
it  need  the  most? 
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Northwest  District  State  Park  Staff,  1945: 
left  to  right,  first  row,  Edward  Nash, 
Llewellyn  Griffith,  Lloyd  Lively,  Carl 
Schnaur,  James  P.  Tryner,  Ronald  Miller; 
second  row,  Ernest  Aronstein,  Charles 
Lilley,  Glen  Jones,  William  Weatherbee, 
George  Lynn,  Richard  Brock,  Enoch  P.  French, 
Ernest  Gray. 
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French:  Flra  prolectlon  always  was  needed  and  should  be 
y«t.  What  I'm  trying  to  talk  them  into  now  is 
to  "be  siire  and  keep  an  eye  on  the  forests  them- 
selves. They  don*t  imderstand  it  all,  I  was 
telling  Corky  [Clifford  Allen]  the  other  day,  ** 
"For  God* 8  sake,  you  can't  sit  in  an  office  and 
protect  these  parks."  When  I  was  here  for  21 
years  I  never  paid  any  attention  to  an  office. 
That  was  not  my  work  anyway;  of  course,  I  had  a 
man  who  stayed  there.  "But  you  have  to  get  out 
into  tht  parks,  you've  got  to  protect  them  from 
t±T9   and  tifespassers.  Look  at  Canoe  Creek  now. 
5o  one's  there  to  protect  it."  Trespassers  went 
right  in  and  cut  it  and  took  out  two  or  three 
million  board  feet.  That  was  after  I  left, 

Druryi   It  runs  into  himdreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  and 
the  pitiful  thing  is  that  in  all  of  our  proceed-* 
ings  in  court  I  don't  think  we  ever  got  a  red  cent 
in  reparation.  The  kind  of  people  who  trespass 
on  other  people's  timber  are  Judgment -proof j 
they  haven't  any  assets,  so  that  you  might  get  a 
judgment  against  them  but  you  never  could  collect, 

French:  I  said  to  Corky,  "Well,  who  gets  out  there  once  in 
a  while?"  He  says,  "Well,  nobody.  We  don't  have 
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French:  time.  We  have  so  much  writing  here,"  I  said,  * 
"I  worked  21  years  and  never  thought  of  anything, 
only  of  protecting  them."  He  told  me  the  other 
day  a  man  came  along  overnight  and  felled  a  tree 
worth  two  or  three  thousand  dollars,  cut  it  up  in 
the  night,  got  it  out,  put  it  on  a  truck  and  was 
gone.  They  don»t  know  yet  where  it  went,  I  said, 
"I  guess  that  could  have  happened  to  me,  but  I 
doubt  it." 

Fryt     Tou  mean  you  literally  walked  around  through  all 
these  forests? 

French:  Well,  you  go  as  far  as  you  can  with  a  m€ushine,  and 
if  it  gets  too  rough  you  walk.  But  you  got  to  get 
aroimd  your  boundaries,  and  I  don't  understand  •„ 
with  all  the  money  we  have  to  run  the  parks  with 
and  the  risk  we're  running  from  fires  and  other 
things,  why  we  don't  have  a  man  there  every  day. 
When  I  was  there  you'd  drive  as  far  as  you  could, 
up  Canoe  Creek  you'd  use  all  the  roads  you  could w 
to  get  there,  then  you'd  walk  clear  around,  but 
you've  got  to  make  the  entire  trip,  Tou  can't 
make  it  one  day  and  let  it  go  another  year, 

Pary;     "Clear  around"  the  boundaries  only?  Why  didn't 
you  Inspect  the  interior,  too? 

French:  Well,  anyone  interested  in  getting  logs  out  just 


5? 


nl  qsj  ii  tuo  ,«'.  .»  ag  ow*^  iiiioir 

I  fud   ^931  ct       -  wvo  ^ad#  ae«i«2  X* 

Ta4-6eaot  «e«^t 

tss    O*    ^Oa  iTOY    tl^       .^JJRW  £fOX   t^KlfOS   (^0^     r«oj^   ti.   !tl 

iij-xyi-  aa^:.sc  oa?  sun  c  e<!t  XI      .  .  :.v 

laxfto  5iXje  aoill  aoil  ^nXnnxm  jia-'^  -   -rrft  £>aa 

ftXiXoo   wcx  ei_c'i  aai"  _1b  aeu  ^':j-.\:  ;iC»ay  sobev  q:-' 
J"wf   ,fcci/oiLj?  icsXo  alXjBW  6'iw?  a  lerf*  t«j:  o* 

.  ©ISO    u 

i'eut   tiro  a^cX     oi^r^s^  nl  MtaviW/il  •ao^aa   |i^«V     irfoxiv'Xf 


54 


lr«nohi  gO08  around  the  Ixmndaries  to  see  if  they  can  get 
in  there.  If  they  can't  get  in  they  don't  bother. 

Druryi   Ihey  have  to  have  aoceee  roads* 

Fry  I     In  the  thirties  thie  was  not  one  oontlnuoua  perk 
in  Humholdt;  you  had  a  lot  of  little  psrlca,  eo 
there  were  many  boundaries* 

Vrenehs  Wsll,  no*  Tcm  take  Oenoe  Creek.  They  tried  to 
\raj  it  in  blocka,  like  Bull  Creek. 

Ihruryt   There  were  a  lot  of  inholdings  «•  still  are»  for 
that  matter.  * 

fryt     Hist  did  you  do  about  the  inholdin^s? 

JDroryt   The  same  as  he  did  for  the  parki  fire  was  the 
great  hazard. 

Freneht  Pire  was  one  of  the  main  dangers;  it  is  right  now. 
X  see  things  that  I  know  no  one  else  can  see  and 
they^re  only  going  to  see  it  when  it  gets  afire. 
fhat*s  why  I  keep  telling  them,  "You've  got  to 
know  the  minute  a  fire  starts,  for  protection   * 
•gainst  crown  fires."  Well,  just  look  at  any  red- 
woods that  are  all  scarred  up  f r^i  a  fire  a  hnzidred 
eriwd  "hundred  year*  ago. 

Fry  I     What  was  the  source  of  aost  of  the  fires  in  the  '^ 
•arly  years? 

freneSit  ffcmdreds  were  set  in  ay  'Hfflej  around  Canoe  anA 

Boll  Creeks  I've  seen  seven  or  eight  fires  set  there 
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Prenohj   In  one  day.  Onoe  w«  were  on  Grasshopper  Ridge 
[a  lookout]  and  we  had  to  go  to  the  head  of  Bull 
Creek  and  clear  around  for  miles  to  catch  them 
cropping  up, 

Drury:   Did  you  ever  arrest  any  hunters  in  Hutaboldt  Red- 
woods State  Park? 

?renoh:  Oh  yes,  they  got  two  or  three  there.   Some  of  them 
they  caught  they  proved  set  the  fires,  sure. 

Druryi   While  poaching  on  the  deer. 

French:   I  knew  all  the  hoys  —  I  don't  like  to  mention 

their  names,  that  wouldn't  be  right;  1  was  raised 
there  myself  —  and  of  course  they'd  just  have  to 
'•-'  ->   laxigh  at  me  because  I  knew  what  they  were  doing 

I        and  they  knew  it.   "Oh,  we're  just  resting." 

But  they  were  out  killing  deer  in  the  parks.   To 
ne,  that  didn't  hurt  anything?  a  deer  is  all  right. 
But  if  a  man's  out  there  with  a  truck  and  he  takes 
some  trees  off  it  takes  500  to  1000  years  to  grow 
them  again;  they  don't  come  right  back.  Anyhow, 
that's  what  I  was  there  for,  to  protect  them  from 
fir«  and  trespassing'. 

Pry I     What  did  you  do  in  the  twenties  and  thirties  when 

t'rjt  you  discovered  a  fire? 

French I  The  first  thing  is  to  start  backfiring.  You  get" 
your  men  — - 
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Pryt     Where  did  you  get  your  men? 

French:  Wherever  you  could.  Any  man  who'd  just  come  along 

the  road  you*d  stop  and  tell  him  to  come  out  and 

help  you* 
Pryt     Wa«n»t  the  Division  of  Forestry  in  existence? 
Frencht  No  —  not  during  the  twenties.  But  the  Division 

of  Forestry  was  alway»  available  after  I  went  to 

work  for  the  parks* 
Druryj   Ever  since  the  beginning,  almost,  the  Division  of 

Forestry  was  primarily  responsible  for  putting  out 

fires,  but  the  park  crew  would  take  them  first  and 

then  when  forestry  arrived  they'd  take  over, 
French!  And  if  they  asked  us  to  stay  we  had  to  stay* 
Druryi   You  remember  very  well  the  time  during  the  Depression 

when  fellows  were  out  of  Jobs  they  would  set  fires 

and  then  go  to  work  as  fire  fighters. 
Fry:     Was  this  a  real  problem  for  you? 
Frenoht  Yes.  1  was  right  on  Grasshopper  Ridge  — -  that's 

oux  lookout  —  and  I  was  talking  to  Earl  Hanson, 

who  was  out  there.  Five  fires  started  in  Bull  Creek. 

It  was  htmters.  It  happened  to  be  a  bad  fire  haseard 

country I  it  burnt  the  whole  country  out  that  time. 
Fry I     It  was  an  especially  bad  time? 
French:  Yes.  If  you  get  certain  falls,  certain  dry  spells. 
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Prenclij  like  Bull  Creek  Just  before  the  *55  flood.  It  seems 

to  b«  a  bad  period  right  now  [1962],  because  we  haven*t 
hfifl  any  aaow  and  we're  short  of  rain. 

Some  people  stole  the  ferns;  that  was  a  funny 
thing, 

Drury:   That's  another  form  of  trespass,  the  fern  pickers, 
which  really  doesn't  do  a  great  deal  of  harm, 

Prenoh:  They  oan  make  $15  or  $20  per  day  selling  ferns  to 
florists, 

*   I  was  going  to  tell  you  about  the  one  piece 
of  land  that  was  reported  because  fern  pickers  had 
been  there,  I  run  up  and  inspected  it  and  I  said, 
"Well,  I  guess  that'll  be  all  right;"  And  in  two 
■^^  or  three  years  it  was  prettier  than  it  had  ever 

been  before;  just  like  you  had  a  lot  of  weeds  and 
stuff  out  in  the  garden  and  mowed  them  all  down. 
Those  ferns  came  up  beautiful.  But  that  wasn't 
the  thing  you  wanted.  You  didn't  want  them  all 
beautiful  there  and  the  rest  of  them  looking  too 
different , 

Drury:   The  fact  remains  that  it's  against  the  law.  But 
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Drury:   ferns  of  course  die  down  in  the  winter. 

The  subject  of  burls,  I  think,  is  important. 

French:  Yes,  I  had  to  watch  that.  We  had  large  burls, 

seven  or  eight  feet  in  diameter,  worth  many  thou- 
sands of  dollars.   In  the  Garden  Club  Grove,  in 
Oanoe  Creek,  and  in  Prairie  Creek  you*ve  got  lots 
of  burls, 

Drury I   It's  something  like  bird*s-eye  maple,  I  imagine. 
It  polishes  beautifully  and  is  very  hard,  like 
mahogany, 

French:  We  could  watch  the  forest  more  carefully  then  because 

J* 

w«  didn't  hare  the  work  they  do  now  in  offices; 

they've  got  more  men  now  in  offices  than  we  used  to 

have  in  the  whole  parks. 
Pry J     You  weren't  too  troubled  with  paper  work. 
French:  No,  that  didn't  bother  me  at  all.  My  wife  took 

care  of  it  till  I  got  first  Tony  Uroh,  Earl 

Hanson  and  others. 
Drury:   You  believed  that  the  important  function  of  a  super- 
intendent was  to  get  over  the  ground  and  see  what 

the  conditions  were. 
French:  That  was  the  only  thing  I  thought  of. 
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Running  the  Park  Boundaries 

French:  When  I  hired  out  first  for  eight  months  the  State 

Park  Commission  paid  me  half  and  the  state  paid  me 

half*  I  was  supposed  to  retrace  the  boundaries  and 

mark  them  so  anyone  could  find  them.  Well,  eight 
-.>-,..,  «• 

months  went  on  and  the  State  Park  Commission  was 

paying  me  half  time,  and  finally  the  state  gave  me 

a  check  for  full  time  and  let  the  commission  forget 

it* 

Drury:   I  don*t  know  what  you* re  referring  to  when  you  speak 
of  the  commission  paying  half.  They  were  using  the 
same  money  that  the  Division  of  Parks  was  using, 

Prench:  Well,  I  don't  know  where  they  got  it. 

Drury:   Part  of  your  compensation  came  from  the  Save-the- 
Redwoods  League,  I  think,  in  the  early  days. 

Prys     At  any  rate,  you  stayed  on. 

Prench;  I  didn't  want  to  stay  on  because  I  was  cruising 
and  I  could  make  more  money.  But  the  money  I 
didn't  care  so  much  for,  I  wasn't  a  great  hand  at 
looking  for  that. 

Drury:  His  case  was  much  like  that  of  the  young  man  who 
made  the  rather  cynical  remark  that  once  you  get 
interested  in  your  work  you're  sunk.  [Laughter] 
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French t   I  thought  maybe  I*d  get  through  in  a  year,  and  21 
years  later  I  got  through  and  I  was  further  behind 
than  when  I  started*  The  boundaries  are  not  run  yet. 

Druryj   When  I  left  Sacramento  we  were  ten  years  behind 

Just  on  boundaries,  with  the  crew  that  we  then  had. 

Pry:     Is  it  so  difficult  to  get  appropriations? 

Drury:   It  is  for  that  kind  of  thing,  yes,  and  it*s  hard  to 
organize  the  crews.  You  see,  we  were  buying  land 
very  extensively  and  for  every  piece  of  land  you 
bought,  there  was  some  kind  of  a  map  of  it  and 
sometimes  very  good  government  notes  on  the  comers^ 
fhe  markers  for  the  corners  are  the  hard  thing;  the 
monuments  disappeared <  Down  in  the  desert  they  just 
put  up  a  cairn  of  stones;  up  in  your  country  you*d 
usually  blaze  a  tree,  wouldn't  you,  Percy? 

French t  Oh,  yes. 

Drury:  The  corner  might  not  be  there  at  all  physically  but 
anybody  who's  experienced  in  surveying  could  locate 
it  because  it  gives  the  angle  from  different  points 
<d»  usually  two  to  four  trees  up  in  that  country. 

Fryt     When  the  Save.the-Redwoods  LeE^ue  and  the  Park 

Commission  bought  these  lands  didn't  you  have  to  have 
an  established  boundary  before  you  could  purchase  it? 
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Druryi   Usually  by  common  consent,  Por  Instance,  a  very  common 
method  of  bounding  properties  in  the  early  days  was 
to  use  some  stream  or  the  shore  of  a  lake  or  some 
physical  object,  The  great  disadvantage  of  that  is 
that  streams  change  their  course  and  lakes  dry  up, 
BO  nowadays  the  boundaries  are  much  more  meticulous; 
they  have  surveys  by  metes  and  bounds.  That's  one 
of  the  many  things  that  slows  up  the  process  of  buy. 
ing  land.  In  the  old  days  when  land  and  timber 
didn't  cost  so  much  we  often  took  a  chance  just  from 
a  map,  and  they  really  weren't  very  accurate  maps 

iv^,.  . ,   sometimes.  Then  after  the  purchase  we'd  survey  it 

and  find  out  what  we  had.  You  can't  do  that  now,  with 
timber  at  $40  a  thousand. 

Park  Staff 

Tryt  ¥r,  Prench,  when  you  had  charge  of  the  park  but 

very  little  staff,  what  did  you  do  diiring  to\irist 
season? 

Prench:  Well,  the  psirks  gave  us  a  few  men.  The  Save-the- 

Redwoods  League  put  some  in,  too;  they  put  one  at  the 
azalea  patch,  and  Newton  furnished  a  cleau-up  man 
up  and  down  the  road. 
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Drupyi   The  present  6.9Bii   of  the  College  of  Chemistry,  Bob 
Conniok,  started  his  career  as  a  schoolhoy  driving 

A^«Aeh«   ^P  suid  down  the  highway  with  a  stick  with  a  nail  on 
it  picking  up  papers.  The  Save-the-Bedwoods  League 
financed  that,  somewhat  in  the  way  of  what  you  might 
oall  selfish  motives;  we  had  these  very  generous  people 
who  were  giving  money  to  match  the  state  money  and 
they'd  go  up  there  in  the  toiirist  season  and  it*d 
he  so  littered  up  that  it  created  a  very  adverse 
impression,  so  it  was  cheap  at  the  price  to  hire 
somebody  to  go  ahead  of  them  and  pick  up  the  litter, 

Frenoh:  I  oan  give  you  a  little  instanoe  of  that.  Newton 
[and  a  group  of  Leaguers]  came  along  one  day.  Bob 
was  yery  ooneoientiouss  he  never  would  miss  a 
eigarette  paper*  He  got  ahead  of  us  about  an  hour 
or  two  and  a  bunch  of  tourists  come  in  and  they 
cluttered  the  road  up  again.  Well,  of  course  the 
Lea^e  was  paying  him  and  they  thought  it  ought  to 
I  have  been  cleaned.  It  had  been  cleaned,  but  it  was 

,    ;        hard  to  make  them  believe  that. 

Druryi   Percy,  I  agree  with  you  that  we  wish  we  could  go 

back  to  the  good  old  days,  but  in  that  one  respect, 
the  maintenance  of  camp  grounds  and  roadsides  and  all. 
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Drury:    I  think  things  are  "better  now  hecauae  they  have 

more  hands* 
Prencht   Oh,  yes.    ^  ^  '^^wijhi  a**  *-•'■'  i-**..,*-  r,-  r  «., 

Dniryi    I  objeoted  that  we  concentrated  too  much  attention 

on  the  campgrounds  and  the  roadsides  and  not  enough 
.^r  ■     on  the  thing  you've  been  tallting  about,  protection, 
French:   That's  the  whole  thing.  To  me  the  litter  didn't 
mean  much.  In  winter  the  water  washed  it  all  off 
and  then  that's  gone.  But  tourists  don't  like  it, 
l>ruryi    The  whole  tendency  in  park  administration  nowadays 
is  to  concentrate  on  what  you  might  call  the  popu- 
lated areas  where  housekeeping  is  a  necessity,  and 
not  just  daily  but  hourly  housekeeping.  And  a  lot 
of  more  important  things  aren't  being  taken  care  of 
as  thoroughly  as  they  were  in  the  old  days, 
French:   The  thing  that  I  worked  for  is  gone.  Corky  is  the 
only  one  I  know  who  can  go  out  and  locate  a  parti- 
cular point, 
Drury:    One  of  the  great  difficulties,  Percy,  is  that  the 
FrezioL.   rangers  have  been  moved  up  by  promotion,  and  the 

system  expanded  so  that  there's  a  constant  turnover. 
There  are  very  few  oldtimers;  Corky  Allen  is  one  of 
Preach  t   the  few  up   there  who  knows  much  of  anything  about  the 
territory. 
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Freneht   Olen  Jones  is  pretty  good,  for  a  yotinger  man.  He 

is  superintendent  of  Prairie  Creek,  He  was  with  me. 

Pryx      Just  one  other  phase  of  park  administration  I  wanted 
to  ask  you  about*  Did  you  set  up  any  sort  of 
exhibits  for  the  tourists? 

French:   Well,  at  Dyerville  we  had  quite  a  setup  for  a     >  • 
while  when  I  was  there,  then  it  washed  away  in  the 
flood  of  '55.  We  started  it  about  five  years  before 
I  left.  All  sorts  of  exhibits  of  flowers,  shrubs „ 
and  trees,  1  took  cuts  from  some  trees  in  there, 

'^         two  thousand-year-old  cuts. 

Pry  J      Tou  didn't  do  much  of  this  in  the  thirties,  then? 

French J   Ho.  We  didn't  have  time  to  do  that  then.  It  just 
took  all  oiar  time  to  watch  the  river  and  the  fires. 

Druryt    Wasn't  it  during  your  time  that  the  exhibit  at 
Eiohazrdeon  Grove  was  set  up? 

French:   Yes. 

Drury:    I  remember  Emery  J,  McLaughlin  in  a  picture  [of  that 
exhibit] . 

French:   Oh,  sure,  he  was  a  good  hand,  an  old  woodsman  liko 
myself.  He  was  an  honest  old  state-of-Mainer. 

Drury:    Oh,  California  has  its  share  of  honest  people,  too.  " 

French:   [Laughing]  In  the  early  days  you  didn't  have  anything 
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Prenoht   but  state-of  JMainers  and  Nova  Scotians  and  maybe  a 
few  French-Canadians.  That's  what  ran  the  country. 

Fryj      Ab   you  got  rangers  in,  did  you  try  to  train  them? 

French:   We  did  when  I  was  there,  yes^ 

Pry:      Did  you  do  any  of  that? 

French:   Yes,  I'd  say  I  trained  them;  Glen  said  the  other  day, 
"I  learned  more  being  out  with  you  than  I've  ever 
le€imed  anywhere  else*"  He  was  referring  to  outside 
work,  I  was  with  them  and  I'd  take  them  with  me  to 
run  lines*  I  guess  I  was  "training"  them, 

Druryi    There  were  the  two  city  fellows  who  didn't  find  any 
firewood. 

French:   Oh,  I  was  telling  that  the  other  day*  When  Governor 
Eolph  came  in  office  they  made  some  new  appointments 
in  the  parks*  And  here  came  a  new  ranger,  a  young 
man  just  married  and  his  wife, 

Drury:    [Laughing]  This  was  before  the  days  of  civil  service. 

French:   Well,  he  come  in,  so  I  take  him  up  and  put  him  in  the 
rangers'  house.  Of  course  it  was  rough;  it  was     •  ^^ 
expected  to  be.  I'd  slept  out  between  two  roots  of 
a  tree  for  years  and  I  thought  he  could  at  least  lay 
in  a  house  with  a  fire  and  a  stove,  I  says,  "There's 
the  stove."  There  was  a  little  wood  that  had  been 
left  by  the  last  man  there.  I  said,  "You  can  build 
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Prencht 


i'rench: 
Fryt 


a  fire.*  ^yine."  I  thought  it  was  all  fine*  T 
oaa«  back  next  day  and  he  hadn't  had  a  fire  yet 
because  he  told  the  boys  he  couldn't  build  a  fire 
--  there  was  no  way  to  open  the  stove.  [Laughter] 
It  was  a  stove  with  lids  on  it.  He*d  never  seen 
one  in  his  life.  Well,  that  was  the  first  experience, 

Aad  then  Old  Man  Holt,  the  new  ranger  they  sent 
to  Dyerville,  come  to  me  when  I  come  in  in  the  evening 
and  he  said,  "Mr.  French,  I*ve  been  all  around  here; 
I  can't  find  any  wood."  [Laughter]  I  looked  at  him 
and  wondered  what  the  devil  he  meant,  and  finally  I 
said,  "Well,  did  you  go  up  Bull  Creek?" 

"Yes,"  he  said,  "you  told  me  to  go  up  there  and 
I  went  all  over  that  creek  from  one  end  to  the  other 
and  I  didn't  see  a  stick  of  wood."  "By  God,"  I  says, 
"I'll  send  to  Colonel  Wing  and  tell  him  we  have 
millions  of  feet  of  timber  here  but  we  can't  find  wood 
enough  to  build  a  fire  in  a  little  stove."  I  says, 
"I  don't  know  how  you  got  in  and  out  with  your  truck, 
it's  so  covered  with  limbs  there."  I  figured  he'd 
go  up  like  any  other  man  and  throw  a  lot  of  limbs  in 
the  truck,  come  down  and  saw  'em  up  for  wood.  He 
•3q>ected  to  find  it  all  tied  in  little  square  bundles 
like  you  get  in  a  service  station  or  something. 
[Laughter] 
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Frenchs       We  couldn't  get  in  with  a  car  for  the  timber,  and 

he  "couldn't  find  any  wood."  Well,  I  always  took  it 

easy,  I  never  got  excited,  because  I'd  lived  rougher 

than  they  ever  thought  of  living.   They'd  have  starved 

J- 

to  death.   But  that  didn't  have  nothing  to  do  with  it 

either.   When  I  started  in  we'd  go  out  in  the  woods, 

W.J.  Curry  and  I,  in  places  where  I  don't  believe  some 

of  them  could  go  out  now  and  survive. 

Anecdotes 


Drury:    Tell  about  the  time  you  came  down  the  river  on  a  tree. 

French:   That  was  in  the  flood.   The  river  got  up  high. 

Fry:      Which  river  is  this? 

French:   Eel  River.   It  backs  into  the  groves  when  it  is  high. 
You're  probably  referring  to  the  times  when  we 
were  working  up  the  river  and  living  at  Rio  Del. 
During  high  waters  when  the  roads  were  washed  out  and 
v;e  wanted  to  go  home  we  would  jump  on  a  log  or  anything 
that  would  hold  us  up  and  drift  down  the  river  using  a 
paddle  made  from  a  piece  of  timber  found  in  the  woods 
for  steering.   This  was  our  only  means  of  transporta- 
tion when  the  roads  were  washed  out.   Of  course,  to* 
get  back  we  had  to  walk,  or  ride  and  tie.   (Ride  and 
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French:   tie  is  where  you  ride  a  horse  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
or  so  then  the  rider  jumps  off  and  ties  the  horse  and 
walks  up  the  trail  and  his  pardner  coming  from  behind 
jumps  on  the  horse  and  rides  on  past  the  first  rider 
another  quarter  of  a  mile  or  so,  ties  the  horse,  and 
s5  on  until  you  get  back  to  camp.) 

Anyway,  the  Eel  River  backs  into  the  groves  when 
it  is  high.   I  rowed  up  in  there,  then  I  took  the 
boat  way  up  the  creek.  When  the  water's  high  every- 
thing is  still,  so  it's  easy;  it's  so  full  it  can't 
get  away,   (I  took  Mr.  Olmsted  in  there  at  high  water 
and  he  was  just  tickled  to  death;  he  was  going  to 
start  having  us  put  some  canals  in  there.)  [Laughter] 
One  day  I  went  over  to  the  Tall  Tree  in  a  boat 
urys    with  Jake  Poole,  another  native.   We  crossed  the  river. 
It  was  up  to  about  four  feet  below  the  railroad  track 

JF:        and  coming  back  there  was  a  great  big  tree  floating 
down  and  I  wanted  to  see  it.   It  was  eight  or  ten 
feet  in  diameter,  and  around  300  feet  long.  I  pulled 
the  boat  alongside  of  it  and  I  jumped  out  on  the  tree. 
When  I  turned  around  Jake  was  white  as  a  sheet  and 
hanging  onto  the  boat,  scared  to  death.   I  can  always 
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French:   gauge  those  things  and  I  said,  "It's  all  right,  Jake." 

That  tree  would  have  taken  us  out  to  the  ocean. 

Another  time  I  took  Earl  Hanson  and  went  across 
o 

the  river.   The  river  was  right  up  under  our  buildings 
where  we  lived  and  he  wanted  to  get  to  the  railroad 
on  the  other  side,  so  I  took  the  boat  and  rowed  him 
and  a  couple  others  up  around.  A  tree  fell  over  the 
electric  light  wire  and  knocked  it  into  the  water  and 
it  splashed  just  below  us.   We  didn't  pay  any  atten- 
tion to  that;  I  took  them  clear  over  and  brought  them 
back.   Earl  was  pretty  quiet;  he's  got  a  pretty  good 
head  on  him.  He  didn't  say  much.  But  Mrs.  Hanson  and 
the  girls  said,  "You  just  liked  to've  scared  Earl  and 
the  rest  of  them  to  death." 

Drury:    What  was  that  episode  where  you  rescued  someone  from 
drown^Qg  up  there  in  Eel  River? 

French:   Oh,  Mr.  Vinnum  that  fell  in  the  river  across  from 

South  Fork.   It  was  during  high  water  when  the  river 
was  overflowing  its  banks.  Mr.  Vinnum,  in  his  sixties, 
lived  across  the  river  from  the  railroad  station  at 
South  Fork  and  made  a  daily  trip  to  the  postoffice 
for  his  mail.   This  day,  as  he  was  crossing  the  swift 
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i'reuch:   waters, his  boat  capsized  and  he  lost  his  oars.  He 
managed  to  right  the  boat  and  clung  to  the  swamped 
boat  which  was  floating  down  the  river  at  a  rapid 
pace*  He  was  calliiig  for  help  all  the  time.  Jake 
Poole,  who  was  outside  having  just  come  to  work, 
heard  the  cries  for  help  and  came  running  in  and  said, 
"Perce,  there's  somebody  in  the  river  and  he's  in 
trouble." 

I  ran  out  and  said,  "Where's  the  boat?"  Our 
park  boat  wasn't  available,  but  Jake  had  a  small  boat 
about  ten  feet  long,  just  room  for  one  man  to  sit  in. 
I  took  the  boat  and  started  to  row  out  to  the  center 
of  the  river,  but  the  oar  broke,  so  I  used  one  oar 
like  paddling  a  canoe.   I  managed  to  catch  up  to  the 
swamped  boat  and  got  hold  of  the  mooring  chain  which 
was  attached  to  the  front  of  Mr.  Vinnum's  boat.   I 
wrapped  the  chain  around  my  leg  and  told  Mr.  Vinnum, 
"Hang  on  to  the  boat  and  try  to  keep  your  head  above 
water."  He  had  been  under  twice.   The  park  and 
forestry  boys  were  in  their  trucks  by  this  time,  with 
ropes  and  blankets.   About  two  or  three  miles  down 
the  river  they  managed  to  get  down  to  the  river  bank 
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and  were  waiting  for  us.  It   was  a  welcome  sight  to  see 
Bill  Salyer  of  the  forestry  department  on  the  bank  with 
a  rope.   I  maneuvered  the  boats  to  the  bank  and  caught 
the  rope.   Mr.  Vinnum  was  as  good  as  ever  in  a  day  or 
two. 

You  said  that  you  never  cut  a  tree  but  up  at  Pepperwood 
where  you  had  your  boyhood  homej  wasnH  it  true  that 
they  used  to  have  tremendous  big  specimens  of  the  Cali- 
fornia laurel,  and  somebody  cut  those  big  trees?  Who 
was  it? 

[Chuckling]  Well,  it  was  the  Laurel  Lumber  Company 
that  cut  'em;  the  company  bought  them  and  we  had  to 
cut  them.   [Laughter] 

What  was  the  greatest  distmeter  of  a  pepperwood  (or,  a 
California  laurel)  you  ever  saw? 

Well,  the  biggest  one  we  had,  as  I  recall  it,  offhand, 
had  to  be  about  five  feet,  with  80  or  90  feet  of  barrel 
(trunk)  on  it,  and  I  remember  that  well  because  we  made 
32-foot  two-inch  plants  for  bar  tops,  and  they  took  a 
wonderful  polish.  We  shipped  a  big  lot  of  that  you're 
talking  about  to  the  government,  too,  but  Old  Mercer 
Frazer  still  had  some  left.   In  fact,  one  piece  is  in 
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the  University  at  Berkeley  now.   Professor  Fritz  in 
the  School  of  Forestry  asked  for  it. 
Was  there  a  great  deal  of  pepperwood  that  size  up 
there? 

Oh,  yes,  we  bought  a  million  feet  in  1919  of  pepper- 
wood  that  were  from  two  to  four  feet  in  diameter. 
We  don't  have  any  California  laurel  trees  of  that 
dimension  any  more. 

Well,  you  might  go  someday  and  look  at  the  mouth  of 
Chadd  Creek  right  there  as  you  go  into  Holmes  Flat; 
we  cut  all  that,  and  it  grows  up  in  25  or  20  years. 
It  grows  very  fast.  There  is  still  a  stand  of  pep- 
perwood there. 

With  park  protection  those  trees  will  grow  up  to  five 
and  six  feet  in  diamAer.  Like  the  madrone.   There's 
one  tremendous  one  near  Brieeland.   Mr.  Menzies,  who 
is  on  our  council,  took  a  picture  of  it.   What's  the 
diameter  of  that  one? 

That  was  10  feet  in  diameter  with  a  150-foot  spread; 
the  limb  was  bigger  than  some  trees,  that  limb  I 
think  was  three  to  four  feet  in  diameter. 
Another  tree  that's  disappearing  up  there  is  the  yew. 
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Druryj    They  used  to  go  up  there  and  take  them  out  to  make  bows 
for  archery» 

French:   They  had  them  in  Mendocino  especially. 

Fry:      Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  showing  visitors  through 
who  were  special  guests  of  Save-the-Redwoods  League? 

French:   Yes,  I  couldn't  remember  how  many;  several  hundred.  And 
there  was  one  gentleman  that  had  been  all  over  th« 
United  States,  he  took  six  months  to  travel  every  year 
(he's  gust  one  of  the  ones  I'm  speaking  of),  who  wrote 
back  and  said,  "Mr.  French,  we've  traveled  all  over, 
and  the  most  interesting  trip  was  when  we  went  through 
the  Bull  Creek  Basin"  —  where  I  took  him. 

Drury:    Do  you  happen  to  remember  what  you  used  to  do  for  the 
garden  club  ladies  when  the  water  was  too  low  for  them 
to  go  over  in  the  boat? 

French:   I  took  them  over  in  the  boat,  or  carried  one  or  two 
over  on  my  back. 

Drury:    Oh,  now,  you  carried  many  of  them  over# 

French:   Oh,  v/ell,  I  just  put  them  on  my  back  and  took  them 
over. 

Drury:    Well,  they  didn't  seem  to  object  to  it,  did  they? 

French:   No,  I  didn't  see  anything  wrong  about  it.   I'd  just 

take  them  up  and  across  the  river  we'd  go.   [Laughter] 
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Drury:    That  was  another  one  of  the  duties  of  a  park  superinten- 
?r»nebj   dent. 

Of  course  I  remember  very  well  Mrs.  Laura  Mahan, 
who  was  chairman  or  president  of  the  Women's  Save-the- 
Redwoods  League  in  Humboldt  County,  which  was  responsi- 
ble for  Dr.  Merriam  and  Dr.  Osborn  and  Madison  Grant 
going  up  there  and  starting  this  whole  movement.   Her 
husband,  Mr.  J. P.  Mahan,  was  one  of  tha  leading  attor- 
neys there.  ;  ao 

Somewhere  in  our  files  is  a  letter  from  Crescent 
City  from  the  Del  Norte  Women's  Save-the-Redwoods  League, 
the  secretary  of  which  was  Mrs.  Ellen  Estes.   Unfortunate- 
ly, the  last  time  I  was  in  Crescent  City  1  asked  about 
Mrs.  Estes  and  they  said  she'd  died  the  year  before. 
Sometime  I  want  to  look  up  the  old  files  of  the  Eureka 
and  Crescent  City  papers,  because  I  think  there's  quite 
an  intriguing  story  there.   These  women  way  up  in  the 
sticks,  where  in  those  days  they  didn't  even  have  a 
highway  into  that  country^  _had  the  foresight  to  realize 
that  this  redwood  forest  was  a  great  thing  and  should 
be  preserved. 

There  were  several  others  ~  Mrs.  Judge  Murray, 
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who  died  only  last  year.  •'»  ri^K^t* 

About  Mrs.  Mahan  —  there  was  only  one  thing  we  didn't 
agree  on.   The  women  got  this  idea,  but  she  didn't  tell 
me  anything,  she  told  Jim,  her  husband.   I  went  to  the 
office  and  Jim  said,  "Have  you  heard  anything  about 
the  Women's  Club?"  * 

,.••7 '"I  haven't,  no," 

"W«ll,"  he  said,  "the  California  Federation  of 

Women's  Clubs  were  just  here  and  want  a  pond  left  in 
the  grove  there."  In  the  winter  they  had  five  or  six 
acres  of  beautiful  pond.   Jim  said,  "Ihey  want  you  to 
fix  it  so  the  water  will  stay  right  there,"        ^ 
I  said,  "Now,  wait  a  minute,  that's  one  thing  I 
happen  to  know  about.   Do  you  want  the  trees  or  do  you 
want  a  pond  there?  You  can  get  a  pond  anywhere,  but 
if  you  put  one  there  we  couldn't  have  any  trees  after 
a  year  or  two.   It  would  kill  them.   Redwoods  cannot 
survive  in  standing  water.   They'd  have  to  come  out." 
"Oh,  you  can't  do  that,  Perce." 
I  said,  "That's  what  I'm  telling  you." 
So  he  told  her.   She  had  to  go  and  get  it  checked 
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French:   up  but  finally  she  told  him,  "No,  I  guess  Perce's  right," 
I'd  seen  too  many  in  the  woods  where  there 'd  been 

water  standing  and  it  killed  the  trees. 
Drury:    In  the  sequoia  park  in  Eureka,  where  they  have  trees 

on  the  border  of  a  lake  — 
French!   Yes,  same  thing.  At  Benbow  Dam  they've  got  a  few  trees 

they've  lost  there  through  there  being  too  much  water. 
Drury:  Redwoods  like  water,  but  not  too  much  of  a  good  thing. 
Fry:      I  wanted  to  ask  you,  too,  if  you  wanted  to  tell  us 

about  an  early  flood.  Wasn't  there  one  in  the  'teens? 
French:    The  first  I  remember  was  in  1890.   Then  we  had  one  in 

1915  when  I  was  living  at  Pepperwood.   I  took  people 
Frftuc      out  of  the  houses  all  night,  working  from  daylight  to 
rdark,  and  took  all  their  stock  out.   Pepperwood  is  on 

the  main  Bel  River.   The  water  was  about  as  high  as 

in  the  flood  of  1955.    ..  ^^^      , 

,  ,In  fact,  it  could  have  been  higher.  At  times  it 

could  be  higher  down  the  river  than  it  was  up  the 

river,  according  to  the  way  the  water  is  coming  in  on 

the  creeks  before  they  recede.   I've  seen  the  main  Eel 

rise  so  quick  at  South  Fork  that  I  was  up  at  Williams 
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Grove  in  the  boat  and  started  downstream,  and  when  I  got 
to  Weott  I  began  to  slow  up.   I  don't  say  I  went  back 
up  the  river,  but  I  didn't  go  down  very  fast.   I  should 
have  been  moving  and  I  couldn't  figure  it  out,  and  when 
I  got  down  to  the  fork  of  the  main  Eel  River  I  found  it 
was  higher,  slowing  the  water  up  the  South  Fork  two  or 
three  miles. 

You  told  about  a  man  who  had  been  through  a  previous 
flood,  at  Dyerville  or  South  Fork,  and  had  taken  refuge 
in  the  top  story  of  his  house,  so  when  this  1955  flood 
came  along  he  did  the  same  thing.   He  was  an  oldtlmer. 
He  went  up  as  high  as  he  could  go  in  his  house;  the  ' 
trouble  was  the  river  came  up  so  high  he  was  drowned. 
Drowned  all  his  cattle,  too.   When  the  river  went  down 
a  day  or  two  later,  the  cows  were  up  in  the  orchard 
in  the  apple  trees  where  they  had  landed.   So  they 
had  to  pick  the  cows  out  of  the  apple  trees* 

You've  got  to  take  it  as  it  comes.   Of  course,  they 
were  cutting  timber  up  in  South  Fork;  these  log  dams 
caine  in,  and  in  Bull  Creek  the  ssuae,  two  or  three 
dajas;  hadn't  been  for  that  mill  log  deck  we  wouldn't 
have  had  much  trouble  in  the  creek  channels.   All  the 
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logs  came  dovm  auid  jammed  right  up  in  the  creek  channels. 
Well,  of  course  there  was  a  great  deal  of  damage  below 
the  jammed  logs  also.  But  maybe  fifty  per  cent  of  the 
damage  was  due  to  that. 

I'd  say  all  of  it.   I'm  like  Earl  Johnston.   If  it 
hadn't  been  for  that  dam  down  there  he  thinks  they'd 
have  been  all  right,  and  I  do  too.   We'd  have  had  a 
3,ittle  high  water,  but  not  much.  Earl  was  right  there. 
He  wasn't  excited,  but  what  dsunage  was  done  to  his 
store  was  caused  by  the  log  jam  at  the  mill. 

You  got  to  take  things  as  they  come.   Train  got 
away  one  day  and  killed  four  or  five  men  and  I  had  to 
help  pick  'em  up  and  put  them  in  baskets.   Took  drowned 
men  out  of  the  river. 

Was  everybody  who  lived  around  there  as  philosophical 
about  calamities  as  you  were? 

Well  no,  because  they  didn't  do  that  kind  of  work. 
They  were  more  on  fixing  up  their  back  yards,  and  I 
lived  out  in  the  woods;  I  was  like  an  Indian,  you  know. 
What  crimes  were  you  troubled  with  in  Northern  Califor- 
nia in  the  real  early  days,  when  you  were  a  child?  The 
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whole  society  was  so  different. 

Well,  the  main  problems  would  be,  well,  like  it  is  now 
—  fires,  high  water.   Otherwise  people  just  lived  like 
the  Indians,  sat  around  and  smoked  their  pipes,  but 
they  had  certain  problems  like  fire  and  high  waters. 
Of  course  you  didn't  have  men  with  their  little  toma- 
hawks doing  much  timber  cutting,  so  everything  stayed 
natural.   If  timber  cutting  could  be  eliminated  it 
would  take  only  a  few  years  until  the  South  Fork  of 
the  £«1  River  would  be  back  to  its  natural  state. 
Just  leave  it  go  and  it'll  come  back  again;  it's  done 
it  before. 


Earlier  Plants  and  Wildlife 


Druryt    What's  become  of  the  Humboldt  lilies,  Percy? 

French:    They've  taken  them  all.   I  haven't  seen  a  redwood  lily 

for  many  years. 
Pry:      Vhat*s  a  redwood  lily? 
Drury:    About  like  an  Easter  lily. 
French:   Every  year  they'd  have  another  bulb  or  two  suid  you  can 

smell  them  yards  away,  they  have  a  wonderful  fragrance. 
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Fry:      Vhat  happened  to  them? 

French}    Well,  the  people  the  minute  they'd  see  them  would  nail 

,theB.  All  redwood  lily  bulbs  have  been  removed  by 

people  in  the  last  ten  years.   Very  few,  if  any,  can 

be  found  in  the  parks  at  present. 
Drury:    It  only  takes  a  few  dozen  people  coming  through  an  area 

to  denude  it. 
French:   Same  thing  with  trillium.   I  tried  to  protect  them. 
Fry:      In  cases  like  that  did  you  ever  do  any  replaoiting  to 

try  to  replace  what  people  removed? 
French:   No,  I  never  have. 
Drury:    If  you  give  nature  a  chance  they'll  come  back.   There 

are  13fOOO  acres  in  Bull  Creek  that  we've  just  bought 

which  should  become  quite  a  wildflower  reserve. 
French:   Same  as  you've  got  on  Mill  Creek,  but  the  brush  is 
Kreiiv,.     growing  up  too  heavy  now.   It  was  wonderful  there 

for  a  while.   It  is  yet,  when  you  get  out  in  it. 
Drury:    A  man  wrote  me  the  other  day  that  he'd  written  and 
»  published  a  book  on  the  wild  animals  of  the  redwood 

region.   I've  been  going  up  there  for  forty  years  and 

I  haven't  seen  enough  wild  animals  to  put  in  this 
i  room. 
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ba£  a9i*ltv  t'vtl  iBiii    v,  to  sri^   €>a  e^foiw  oaa  A 

boovb»7  9ri;*  lo  alaBins  bliw  siii   u-  ilcFuq 

fciu;  ei£9Y  ,  ^   qM  jv '  I      .rioi?j,8'j 

ilni   al  in-]  a^  bllw  .'*nov-.rt  I 

.ffiOOt 
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French:    Oh,  after  1910  or  '12  the  elk,  bear  and  everything  just 
went  out.   How  could  there  be  any?   If  you  heard  of  a 
bear  up  there  now  I'll  bet  you'd  see  a  string  of  cars 
you'd  tnink  were  going  to  a  fire.   All  the  dogs  and 
guns  after  a  poor  little  bear;  they'd  just  kill  hlM... 
What  about  cougars?  Aren't  they  still  up  in  that 
country? 

Well,  occasionally  one  slips  over,  but  he  wouldn't  last 
overnight. 

Within  the  park?  ^ 

Anywhere.   Well,  not  so  much  within  the  park,  but  they 
nail  them  outside  the  park  so  there's  none  to  come  in. 
Y©u  can  get  deer  in  the  park,  a  lot  of  them.  And  there 
used  to  be  plenty  of  elk  up  in  Bull  Creek, 

Drury:    There  were  elk  in  that  country? 

French!   Yes,  as  late  as  1910* 

Drury:    You  remember  seeing  elk  around  Dyerville? 

French:   Np,t  as  auch  live  elk  around  Dyerville  as  I  found  the 

horns,  but  I  found  them  on  Bear  Creek.   I  saw  30  or  40 
there.  < 

Drury:    We  have  an  "Elk  Creek"  down  at  the  Boiling  Grove. 

French:    The  last  track  I  ever  saw  of  an  elk  was  on  Elk  Creek. 


Drury: 

French: 

Fry: 
French: 

f'  -nehr 
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a  "io   bi  -^r'   '"  •'  tl      ?^iiB  •d  ©T' r^i    Muoo  woH      .Suo  iaB¥ 

aii-O  lo  gnii:  ;  »8  fc'oo^  i^d   li'I  won  ois-ri*   qu  Xft«d 

.    jrrfi   IIA      .e-xil  JB  oi  si»w  ]lair(^  h*U9X 

jnl   jol   qif   1X1*8  x«rt*   J*«»iA     ?bi«s^oo   ;ti?odfl  iAri¥ 

isBl  i*nbIirow  orf  ^ocf   (ifivo  sails  »flo  xIlAaol8Ji*««   ,IIeW 

?3li£q  ©rii    nirfilW 
^ff*   iuni    ,  H*    nIVlii  a  ion   ,IX*V      .aTsrivYA-i 

.nl   enaco  c^   snon  a*»i9t\i   or.  ^Itj^q  »(ii   efelaiwo  ii9ii#   iljMi 

.,... i.,eri*  lo  ;toX  u   ,3(TBq  ©ria   ni  laal)  ^99  tuto  aOT 

T.    ilw::   nx  cv  jil9  lo  Y^fnsXq  ed  ot  6«aii 

Vvsitncoo  *#<rii   ni  JlXe  «?r»w  ©larii 

tOXf..  u-I   8A   ,a©Y 

9f?i   fanaol   I   «ii  sXltviexti   bru'Cij,  ){X»  eviX  riouri  &4S  *oW 
0>  Ik.   v.v    ■■  ■-:   I      .Ji»eTrO  zpf)H   n     -:->  ^^    ■  n  -'t    I  iu4   ,««nori 

.©•3 
.©voiv  afiiXioti  ©rf*   #£  nwob   "aifr^ii)  >Ua**   eia  oVBri  oW 
.3{©enO  aliS  m  -    na  lo     «e  isvr    1  iionii   iaal   ailT 
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French:   An  old  cow  elk  had  walked  along  ahead  of  me.   That  was 
probably  in  1907  or  '08.   They  were  still  scattered 
around  but  hunters  nailed  them.  You  couldn't  do  any- 
thing about  that;  I  never  paid  any  attention  to  it. 
My  whole  attention  was  on  the  natural  growth  and  the 
trees;  that's  what  I  was  there  for. 

Druryi    Of  course,  that  country  had  been  skinned  even  before 
you  went  up  there. 

French:   Yes,  after  1900. 

Drury:    What  about  bird  life?  Was  it  more  abundant  in  the 
early  days? 

French:   Oh,  yes.   There's  lots  of  quail  now  in  the  country. 

There  were  ducks  and  geese.   They  used  to  have  them  so 
thick  in  Eureka,  right  out  at  our  place  at  Pepperwood  — 
there  on  the  Eel  River  bar  for  half  a  mile  you  couldn't 
see  the  river  bar  for  the  geese.  Just  once  in  a  while 
a  few  come  in  now.   I  was  living  there  in  1914,  '15» 
*16,  and  I'd  come  out  in  the  mornings  and  here'd  be 
all  these  geese  on  the  river  bars. 

And  back  about  1899  there  were  these  big  geese  I 
was  talking  about,  honkers,  anywhere  along  the  Eel 
River.   They'd  go  out  onto  what's  known  as  Bear  River 
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ajDw  ii^ffT      .       ^r,  hnsd48  ^lifol^  ^■jj.luv  had  ilit'woo  6Xo*nA 
b9'j9iiir,oh  Hi  0*   lb  VO^I  ni  Y-C<fad'oiq 

.il  o#  ncl#«''M-  iftus  blsq  lavdir  I   j#Bff#  iuods  giil(f# 
•rii   bflii  r?iwoij>,  iti-iuita  erii   no  p«w  nulladi^jB  ©loriw  yM 

.Tol  ««»f?#   B^vf  I  iailM  a*iejii    {s^^ii 

.diodi   qu   #ae«l  vox 

.OOP J  if^n     , 

.^liouco  sdS   nl  won  liaap  "io  aioX   j^  ^  lerfT     ,aeY   ,  :- 
08  m9tii   svcTtf  o?   baeu  ^t     "  btit*  ?:ioiib  oiew  oieii-*' 

J'nbluoo  uoY      ^^      «  Uijxi  -rol  n^d  teviH  laS  eri*   no  siqiH 
elliiv  B  at   tJ'Jiio  iBuh      .<»  eW   toI   i^a*  isvli   eiii   osb 

,P1*    ,AX1'I  al  srrerii  v«ivjt.r  gw   I  tit  ©wco 

0tf     b'oiSll     brtfe     V^ttl'l^  U!      r-iij      UA      ■Jki'^      ;-i,lSMU     u'i     UU*5      ,  -I  ' 

Dji  jiiid  &c9tii   »i«ii  e-io'^ij   ^?f?8I  Jwotf",  jforis  oak 

IftH  9tit   -.floli-    ■•■■■  .Juociju  aflilll. 

i»rifl  1'  nwonji   ^'^/ulw  cJac  Juo  oji  b*x»ri^ 
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French:   Ridge  in  the  daytime  to  get  grass,  smd  go  down  to  the 
river  and  roost  nights  and  get  their  water  and  gravel. 

Fresh  Water  Lagoon  used  to  be  quite  a  place.   They 
used  to  have  ducks  there  by  the  thousands.   They  fed 
them.   Now  you  don't  see  a  duck  there.   I  don't  think 
I've  seen  a  duck  there  in  the  last  twenty  years.   In 
the  early  days  when  we  lived  there  in  1915  to  '20  or 
so  Milton  Carson,  who  had  duck  reserves  on  the  lagoons, 
fed  the  ducks  and  geese  and  everything  that  came  in. 

Drury:    Do  you  think  those  birds  can  be  brought  back?  Take 

for  instance  this  expanded  area  on  Bull  Creek.   There's 
some  land  that  will  have  park  protection. 

French:    If  it's  protected,  sure.   Why  shouldn't  they?  You  ever 
seen  the  quail  aroiuid  our  place?   There  are  about  two 
hundred  of  them  there.   The  ground  is  just  covered 
certain  times  of  the  day,  and  it's  due  to  protection. 


Trans:  LV 
Typed:  LW  &   SR 
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.fsvaia,  fecus  -TQ^iAw  Tjt«»ri«    ites  ^o*  «*ri;,ix»   Jaooi  baa  i©vx'j 

be  i    ^ ...  ._    -                   ..    siftxl^   si(aui>  «Y^4  o*   bs3u 

10  OS'   o*  ^1^1  ai   .---,.j   bevi.    -..   . ^.,-1;  x^iJ^«  •*<* 

X  efU  1  ^9ub  bfiif  oifw  v^oaisO  aoiilH  oa 
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Allen,  Clifford,  51-53,63 

California  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs,  75 

California  State  Division  of  Forestry,  47,56 

California  State  Division  of  Parks  [see  under  Individual 

park  names,  also],  59,60 
California  State  Park  Commission,  2,7,49,59,60 
Carson,  Milton,  83 
Connick,  Arthur,  16 
Connick,  Bob,  62 
Curry,  vJi.  J. ,  8-10,15,16,21,24,25,67 

DelNorte  Lumber  Co. ,  13 
Donahue,  Ves,  17 

Erosion  control,  27-47 
Kstes,  Ellen,  74     j 

Flood  control,  27-47 
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Frazer,  Mercer,  71 
French,  Hardy,  16 
Fritz,  Emanuel,  11,18,72 

Grant,  Madison,  74 
Gutsch,  Herman,  26a   , 

Hanson,  Earl,  56,58,69 

Holt,  ,  66      \ 

Holter,^w_£;r  26      \ 

Humboldt  Redwoods  Stat^  Park  -  Park  Areas:  Avenue  of 

Giants,  1;  Bull  Creek,  10-12,18,21,22,27-47,51, 
54-57,73,77;  Canoe  Creek,  35,36,52-54;  Dyerville 
Flat,  10,64,66,77;  Garden  Club  of  America  Grove, 
1,51;  Gould  Grove,  39;  Richardson  Grove,  39,47, 
51,64;  Rockefeller  Forest,  1,2,11,12;  Whitemore 
IJal/y.  Grove,  51;  Williams  Grove,  47,51,77. 

-  Administration:  running 
boundaries,  59-61;  housekeeping,  61-63;  general 
changes,  62,63;  touring  visitors,  61-63,73-76; 
exhibitions,  64;  training  personnel,  64-67. 

-  Protection:  floods  (see 
Bull  Creek,  above),  76-78;  erosion  (see  Bull 
Creek,  above);  lumber  looting,  51-54;  fire, 
54-57;  hunting,  55,81;  flora,  57,58,71-73,79, 

•'     80;  fauna,  81,82;  birds,  82,83. 
Hunt,  Jack,  10,11      { 
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Merriam,  John  C. ,  26a, 47 
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